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This catalog was prepared on the basis of the best information available at the time of printing.  However, all 

information contained here is subject to change without notice or obligation.  This catalog is for informational 

purposes only and does not constitute a contract. 

 

 

 
It is the policy of Galveston College to provide equal opportunities without regard to age, race, color, religion, 

national origin, sex, disability, or veteran status. 

 

This policy extends to employment, admission, and all programs and activities supported by Galveston College. 

Inquiries concerning equal opportunity may be directed to the Title IX Coordinator (Director of Human Resources).   

 

Galveston College will not be held responsible for injuries sustained while participating in any credit or non-credit 

physical education course, or for injuries sustained while using the College's physical education facilities. 

 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION COLLEGE IN EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT. 

 

Es la política de Galveston College proporcionar oportunidades iguales sin consideración alguna hacia edad, raza, 

color, religión, origen nacional, sexo, discapacidad o estado de veterano.  Esta política se extiende al empleo, 

admisión, y todos los programas y actividades apoyados por Galveston College. Preguntas referentes a 

oportunidades deigualdad se pueden dirigir al Cordinadorde Title IX (Director de Recursos Humanos).  

 

UN COLEGIO CON OPORTUNIDADES IGUALES/ACCIÓN AFIRMATIVA EN LA EDUCACIÓN Y EL 

EMPLEO 
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ACCREDITATION :  
 

Galveston College is accredited by the 

Commission on  Colleges of the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools to award the 

Associate Degree. Contact: 

 

Commission on Colleges 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 

1866 Southern Lane 

Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097 

or call (404) 679-4500; FAX (404) 679-4558 for 

questions about the accreditation of Galveston 

College. 

 

Galveston Collegeôs Health Sciences programs are   

accredited by the following organizations:  

 

Associate Degree Nursing 

National League for Nursing Accrediting 

Commission 

3343 Peachtree Road NE, Suite 500 

Atlanta, Georgia  30326 

www.nlnac.org 

 

Radiography and Radiation Therapy ïTechnology 

Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic 

Technology 

20 N. Wacker Drive, Suite 900 

Chicago, Illinois 60606-2901 

(312) 704-5300  

 

Nuclear Medicine 

Joint Review Committee on Educational Programs in 

Nuclear Medicine Technology 

350 South 400 East, Suite 200 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84111-2938 

(801) 364-4310  

 

Emergency Medical Services 

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 

Education Programs 

35 East Wacker Drive, Suite 1970 

Chicago, Illinois 60601-2208 

(312) 553-9355  

 

Approval:  

Galveston College is approved by the Texas 

Education Agency (TEA) and has complied with the 

standards, rules and regulations as prescribed by the 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.  

 

Texas Education Agency 

1701 North Congress Avenue 

Austin, Texas 78701-1494 

(512) 463-9734  

 

 

 

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

1200 E. Anderson Lane 

Austin, Texas 78752 

(512) 427-6101  FAX (512) 483-6444  

 

 

Galveston Collegeôs Nursing programs are 

approved by the following organizations:  

 

Associate Degree Nursing 

Texas Board of Nursing 

William P. Hobby Building 

333 Guadalupe Street, Suite 3-460 

Austin, Texas 78701 

(512) 305-7400  

 

The Galveston College Law Enforcement 

Academy is licensed and accredited by: 
 

Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer 

Standards and Education (TCLEOSE) 

6330 U.S. 290 East, Suite 200 

Austin, TX  78723 

(512) 936-7700 

 

Member of:  

 

 American Association of Community 

Colleges  

 Southern Association of Colleges and 

Schools  

 Texas Public Community/Junior College 

Association  

 National Commission for Cooperative 

Education American Hotel/Motel 

Association  

 Texas Business Educators Association  

 Texas Computer Education Association  

 Gulf Coast Intercollegiate Conference  

 Gulf Coast Consortium  

 National Junior College Athletic Association 

 Community Leadership Association  
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College Maps 

  

 

DIRECTIONS TO GALVESTON COLLEGE  

 

Traveling south on I-45, take 61st Street exit and 

turn right at stop light. Travel approximately one 

mile to Seawall Blvd. Turn left on to Seawall. 

Proceed down Seawall to 39th Street. (Gaido's 

Restaurant is at corner of 39th and Seawall). Turn 

left on 39th and travel north to Avenue Q. Turn left 

at 39th and Avenue Q and proceed one block to 

Main Campus. Main Campus parking is available 

on Avenue Q, Avenue R and satellite parking at 

39th and Avenue Q. 

 

 

 

 

CAMPUS MAP 
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Presidentôs Message 
 

 

On behalf of the faculty, staff, and the Board of Regents of the 

Galveston Community College District, welcome to Galveston 

College.  

 

The programs, courses, and information contained in the 2011-

2012 Catalog are made available for the betterment of the 

people of Galveston and the surrounding region. 

 

Whether you come to us from across the street or across the 

globe, our commitment to quality academic transfer, workforce 

development, and lifelong learning courses will make a huge 

difference in your life and livelihood and in our community as 

a whole. 

 

As a student at Galveston College, you will have the 

opportunity to work with faculty and staff who are committed     

      to your success. 

 

I believe you will be impressed with the quality and dedication of the Galveston College faculty. 

If there is any way I can help to make your experience at Galveston College more productive, 

please let me know. 

 

Welcome to Galveston College and thank you for engaging our vision of Galveston College as a 

beacon of light guiding lifelong learning. 

 

 

W. Myles Shelton, Ed.D. 

President 

DR. W. MYLES 

SHELTON 

President 
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Board of Regents  
 

The Board of Regents of Galveston College are elected at-large by residents of Galveston and Port 

Bolivar. These Regents give unselfishly of their time and represent their constituents for six-year-terms.  

 
 

 

  

Florentino ñTinoò F. Gonzalez 

Chairman 

George F. Black 

Vice Chairman 

Gregory R. Roof, Ph.D. 

Barbara K. Crews 

Secretary 

Paul J. Cunningham, 

M.D. 

Carl E. Kelly 

Carroll G. Sunseri 

Armin Cantini 

 

Raymond Lewis, Jr. 
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Academic Calendar 
 

FALL 2011  

April 18 ............................................................................................................... Begin Early Registration for Fall 2011 

July 13 ..................................................................................................................................... New Student Orientation 

July 18 ..................................................................................................................................... New Student Orientation 

July 27 ..................................................................................................................................... New Student Orientation 

August 4................................................................................................................................... New Student Orientation 

August 8................................................................................................................................... New Student Orientation 

August 11................................................................................................................. Payment due for Early Registration 

August 16................................................................................................................................. New Student Orientation 

August 19............................................................................................................... General Assembly (College Closed) 

August 22-27 ............................................................................ General Registration (Ends at 2:00 p.m. on August 27) 

August 24................................................................................................................................. New Student Orientation 

August 27................................................................................................................................. New Student Orientation 

August 29.................................................................................................................................................. Classes Begin 

August 29-30 ......................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

August 30................................................................................................................................. New Student Orientation 

September 2 ........................................................................................................ Last Day to Apply for Fall Graduation 

September 2 ................................................................................................ Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

September 5 ........................................................................................................................ Labor Day (College Closed) 

November 17 ......................................................................................................................... Last Day to Submit AWN 

November 17 ............................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw  

November 23-27 .............................................................................................. Thanksgiving Holiday (College Closed) 

December 12-15 .......................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

December 16 .................................................................................................. Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

December 16 ............................................................................................ College Closes for Winter Break at 5:00 p.m. 

January 24 ............................................................................................. Last Day to Apply for Spring 2012 Graduation 

 

FALL 2011 SECOND/LATE START  

 

October 3 .................................................................................................................................................. Classes Begin 

October 3-4 ............................................................................................................ Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

October 11 .................................................................................................. Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

November 22 ......................................................................................................................... Last Day to Submit AWN 

November 22 ............................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw  

November 23-27 .............................................................................................. Thanksgiving Holiday (College Closed) 

December 9 .................................................................................................................................................. Final Exams 

December 12 .................................................................................................. Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

December 16 ............................................................................................ College Closes for Winter Break at 5:00 p.m. 

 

WINTER MINI 2011  

 

December 16 ............................................................................................................................................. Classes Begin 

December 16 .......................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

December 16 ..............................................................................................  Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

December 17 ï January 2 .............................................................................................. Winter Break (College Closed) 

January 4 ...................................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw 

January 4 ................................................................................................................................ Last Day to Submit AWN 

January 13 .................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

January 17 ...................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m.  
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SPRING 2012 

 

November 14 ................................................................................................. Begin Early Registration for Spring 2012 

December 17 - January 2 .......................................................................................... Spring Registration (Online Only) 

January 6 ......................................................................................................... General Assembly Day (College Closed) 

January 9-13 ........................................................ Spring 2012 General Registration (Ends at 2:00 p.m. on January 13) 

January 16 ..................................................................................................... Martin Luther King Day (College Closed) 

January 17 ................................................................................................................................................. Classes Begin 

January 17-18 ........................................................................................................ Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

January 24 ............................................................................................. Last Day to Apply for Spring 2012 Graduation 

February 1 ................................................................................................... Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

March 12-16 ................................................................................................................... Spring Break (College Closed) 

April 6 ................................................................................................................ Good Friday Holiday (College Closed) 

April 13 .................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

April 13 ........................................................................................................................................ Last Day to Withdraw  

April 16 ....................................................................................................... Early Registration for Summer & Fall 2012 

May 7-10 ..................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

May 11 ........................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

May 11 ........................................................................................................................................................... Graduation 

May 14 ....................................................................................... Early Registration continues for Summer & Fall 2012 

 

SPRING 2012 SECOND/LATE START 

 

November 14 ................................................................................ Early Registration for Spring 2012 Semester Begins 

February 27 ............................................................................................................................................... Classes Begin 

February 27-28 ...................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

March 6 ....................................................................................................... Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

March 12-16 ................................................................................................................... Spring Break (College Closed) 

April 6 ................................................................................................................ Good Friday Holiday (College Closed) 

April 24 .................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

April 24 ........................................................................................................................................ Last Day to Withdraw  

April 16 ....................................................................................................... Early Registration for Summer & Fall 2012 

May 3 ........................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

May 4 ............................................................................................................. Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

 

SUMMER MINI 2012  

 

April 16 ......................................................................... Early Registration for Summer Terms & Fall Semester Begins 

May 14 ...................................................................................................................................................... Classes Begin 

May 15 ................................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

May 15 .......................................................................................................  Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

May 29  .................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

May 29  ........................................................................................................................................ Last Day to Withdraw 

May 28 .......................................................................................................................... Memorial Day (College Closed) 

May 31 ......................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

June 4 ............................................................................................................. Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m.  

 

SUMMER I 2012 

 

April 16 .............................................................................................................. Begin Early Registration for Summer I 

May 29-31 ..................................................................................................................... Summer I General Registration 

June 4 ........................................................................................................................................................ Classes Begin 

June 4 ..................................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

June 7 ..................................................................................................Last Day to Apply for Summer 2012 Graduation 

June 7 .......................................................................................................... Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

June 27 ................................................................................................................................... Last Day to Submit AWN 
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June 27 ......................................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw 

July 4 ....................................................................................................... Independence Day Holiday (College Closed) 

July 10 ......................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams  

July 11 ........................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

 

SUMMER I (10 WEEKS) 2012 

 

June 4 ........................................................................................................................................................ Classes Begin 

June 4 ..................................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

June 4 .........................................................................................................  Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

July 24  .................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

July 24  ........................................................................................................................................ Last Day to Withdraw 

July 4  ...................................................................................................... Independence Day Holiday (College Closed) 

August 9....................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams  

August 13 ...................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m.  

 

SUMMER I (13 WEEKS) 2012 

 

May 29 ...................................................................................................................................................... Classes Begin 

June 4 ..................................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

June 13 .......................................................................................................  Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

August 1................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

August 1....................................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw 

July 4  ...................................................................................................... Independence Day Holiday (College Closed) 

August 23..................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams  

August 24 ...................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m.  

 

SUMMER II 2012 

 

April 16 ............................................................................................................. Begin Early Registration for Summer II 

July 9-10 ....................................................................................................................... Summer II General Registration 

July 11 ...................................................................................................................................................... Classes Begin 

July 11 ................................................................................................................... Late Registration/Schedule Changes 

July 17 ........................................................................................................ Last Day to Drop without Receiving a ñWò 

August 6................................................................................................................................. Last Day to Submit AWN 

August 6....................................................................................................................................... Last Day to Withdraw 

August 16..................................................................................................................................................... Final Exams 

August 17....................................................................................................... Grades Due to Admissions by 10:00 a.m. 

 

2011-2012 COLLEGE HOLIDAYS  

 

Independence Day ................................................................................................................................................. July 4 

Labor Day .................................................................................................................................................... September 5 

Thanksgiving (College closes at 7:00 p.m. on November 22) .............................................................. November 23-27 

Holiday-Semester Break     

             (College closes at 5:00 p.m. on December 16) ......................................... December 17, 2011-January 2, 2012 

Martin Luther King Day .................................................................................................................................January 16 

Spring Break ............................................................................................................................................... March 12-16 

Good Friday (College Closed) ............................................................................................................................. April 6 

Memorial Day  ..................................................................................................................................................... May 28 
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General Information 

 
MISSION AND GOALS  

 

VISION   
The vision statement of the College is: 

ñGALVESTON COLLEGE - a beacon of light guiding lifelong learning.ò 

 

MISSION 
The mission statement of the College is: 

ñGALVESTON COLLEGE, a comprehensive community college committed to teaching and learning, creates 

accessible learning opportunities to fulfill individual and community needs by providing high-quality 

educational programs and services.ò 

 

VALUES 
The shared values listed below are among the beliefs which guide Galveston College in the development of its 

mission, goals, programs, and services: 

Á Integrity  

Á Respect  

Á Stewardship  

Á Excellence  

Á Achievement  

Á Access 

Á Diversity  

 

PURPOSES  
In accordance with Texas Education Code, Section 130.003, the College shall provide: 

1. Technical programs up to two years in length leading to associate degrees or certificates. 

2. Vocational programs leading directly to employment in semiskilled and skilled occupations. 

3. Freshman and sophomore courses in arts and sciences. 

4. Continuing adult education programs for occupational or cultural upgrading. 

5. Compensatory education programs designed to fulfill the commitment of an admissions policy allowing the 

enrollment of disadvantaged students. 

6. A continuing program of counseling and guidance designed to assist students in achieving their individual 

educational goals. 

7. Workforce development programs designed to meet local and statewide needs. 

8. Adult literacy and other basic skills programs for adults. 

9. Such other purposes as may be prescribed by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board or local 

governing boards in the best interest of post-secondary education in Texas. 

 

GOALS 
The College will: 

1. Provide dynamic programs of study and conduct appropriate cultural activities to meet the needs of a 

diverse student body that is reflective of the community and service area constituents. 

2. Provide comprehensive student support services that enhance student success. 

3. Provide effective recruitment and retention processes. 

4. Provide a qualified and diverse faculty and staff, through fair hiring processes and continuous professional 

development. 

5. Provide facilities and grounds that create a physical environment conducive to teaching and learning in the 

21
st
 Century. 

6. Provide and continuously improve technology, collect and store data, provide required information, support 

learning needs, and facilitate effective communications. 

7. Provide effective and accountable management of resources.  

8. Seek additional resources to support the mission of the College. 

9. Conduct and document comprehensive institutional research, planning, and information services that 

support continuous improvement of every facet of college operations. 

10. Meet all federal, state, local, and accreditation agency accountability standards for operations and quality. 
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PROGRAMS 
1. Adult vocational education programs lead to the development of marketable skills and provide 

specialized training as defined by business and industry for immediate employment; these programs 

assist non-degree seeking students with career advancement, the updating of job skills, and re-entry 

into the workforce. 

2. Adult Basic Education (ABE) programs provide basic literacy instruction and may lead to the 

completion of the General Education Development (GED) diploma; developmental programs 

strengthen the basic skills of those persons lacking adequate preparation for college-level courses. 

3. Personal enrichment programs provide noncredit cultural, social, recreational, and vocational activities 

that intended to improve the quality of life of the student and to encourage lifelong learning. 

4. Student activities provide opportunities for students to participate in campus life through clubs, student 

government, cultural and social events, and educational programs outside the classroom; athletic 

competition is available through campus intramurals and a program of intercollegiate athletics. 

Programs offered by the College include: 

5. Transfer programs that establish a foundation of college-level academic skills and lead to the Associate 

of Arts degree (A.A.) or the Associate of Science Degree (A.S.); these programs parallel the first two 

years required for the baccalaureate degrees at various other colleges and universities. 

6. Technical-vocational programs lead to Certificates of Proficiency, Certificates of Completion, 

Certificates of Technology, Advanced Technical Certificates, and the Associate of Applied Science 

Degree (A.A.S.) and are primarily intended to prepare students for immediate employment through a 

combination of marketable employment skills and college-level academic skills; in some cases, these 

degree programs and classes transfer to other colleges and universities. 

 

SERVICES 
The College will provide the following services: 

1. Instructional support services are provided through the library, which includes the media and copy 

center, the Student Success Center (learning assistance), technology within the classroom, distance 

learning technology, assistance with instructional computing, and secretarial assistance. 

2. Student-centered support services include recruitment, enrollment, assessment, retention, financial 

assistance, academic advisement and career exploration, academic alert, academic and personal 

counseling, job placement, and student activities. 

3. Community support services include the hosting of cultural, professional, and civic events; assistance 

to business, industry, agencies, and organizations in defining their training needs; assistance to small 

business through the Small Business Development Center; and participation in the formulation of 

strategies for economic development. 

4. Administrative support services are provided through business services, accounting services, human 

resource services, computer services, institutional effectiveness and research, foundation and 

development, public affairs, physical plant and grounds maintenance, evening services and auxiliary 

enterprises, and secretarial assistance. 
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HISTORY OF GALVESTON  COLLEGE  
 

Galveston College has served the learning interests of Galveston residents, businesses, and industries for more than 

forty years.  Many groups and individuals, both past and present, have played an important part in the development 

of Galveston College. 

 

Although the Galveston College District was established on November 2, 1935, by a vote of the citizens of 

Galveston, the institution was not organized until 1966.  The original Board of Regents was appointed on September 

21, 1966, by the Public School District Trustees, and on December 3, 1966, an election was held to establish a 

maintenance tax for the operation of the College. An annual ad valorem tax was authorized at a rate not to exceed 

$0.27 per each $100 valuation of the taxable property within the College district. 

 

Galveston College opened for student enrollment in September, 1967, and from 1967 through the spring of 1970, 

occupied Moody Hall, a refurbished orphanage, as its only campus facility. The initial academic offerings were 

fairly broad in scope, while the occupational program was minimal, but with strong offerings in vocational nursing, 

office occupations, engineering/drafting, and law enforcement. 

 

During this period, the College implemented cooperative agreements with the University of Texas Medical Branch 

hospitals resulting in programs in associate degree nursing and associated health occupations.  In addition, the 

College received a gift from the Moody Foundation of one million dollars and achieved its initial accreditation by 

the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. 

 

During its twentieth anniversary celebration in 1987, the College enjoyed an expansion in programs, facilities, and 

student enrollment. The Collegeôs new degree programs of horticulture, fast food management, criminal justice, and 

microcomputer applications were accompanied by huge increases in community education enrollments and course 

offerings. 

 

In March of 1990, after two and a half years of planning and construction, the College held gala opening ceremonies 

for the new Regentôs Hall and rededication of the David Glenn Hunt Memorial Library.  Shortly thereafter, in 

December of 1990, the faculty, student services, and administration occupied a completely remodeled Moody Hall, 

the site of the old orphanage and the Collegeôs once meager beginnings. 

 

By early 1995, Galveston Collegeôs Board of Regents had approved campus expansion plans at the main campus 

that involved the $3.1 million development of a new fine arts building and gymnasium. The increasing demand for 

parking due to record enrollments required the purchase of several residences for the provision of satellite parking 

adjacent to the main campus.  In August, 1996, Galveston College opened its newest facilities, a fine arts complex 

and the relocation of the Hermes Fitness Center to the main campus.   

 

During the fall semester of 1996, the College formed the Galveston College Foundation, whose initial campaign of 

ñUniversal Accessò earned Galveston College the top award for innovation in Texas Higher Education. College and 

community leadership had conceived a unique plan to enhance the human resources of the economically and 

socially challenged island community. Universal Access proposed to raise $9.3 million to provide free tuition and 

fees for every local high school graduate to attend Galveston College beginning in the fall semester of 2001. 

 

In early 1998, the College celebrated its 30th anniversary with a reception for the college community and a variety 

of special events.  The Presidentôs Report to the Community showed the remarkable evolution of a community 

college that had become proactive and transformed into one of the most important core elements of our community. 

 

As Galveston College made its way through the first year of the millennium in 2001, the first local high school 

graduating classes had their tuition and fees paid for by the Galveston College Foundationôs Universal Access 

endowment, and a new vision statement was developed ï ñGalveston College: A beacon of light guiding lifelong 

learning.ò 

 

During the 2003-2004 academic year, the Collegeôs annual operating budget topped $13 million, and architects and 

builders completed renovations creating the new Health Sciences Center and the Learning Resource Center.   

 

In fall of 2005, Galveston College became a Hispanic-serving institution and received a 2.4 million dollar Title V 

grant.  This grant was coupled with a $450,000 Achieving the Dream grant and a $100,000 Dreamkeepers grant to 

promote student success.  
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Galveston College entered its 40th anniversary year in fall 2006, holding several events to celebrate four decades of 

service to Galveston Island residents and the surrounding region. The process of selecting the Collegeôs eighth 

President was also near completion by May 2007, and a strong emphasis on student recruitment and workforce 

development programs guided the faculty and staff as they concluded the 40th Anniversary with a record graduating 

class of 350.  

 

On September 12, 2008, Hurricane Ike struck Galveston Island, causing considerable damage to the island and over 

a million dollars of damage to the Galveston College Campus.  With the College resuming classes on October 8, 

2008 and with adaptations to the schedule (extended days and weekends), the returning students were able to 

complete the fall semester just prior to the winter break. 

 

Beginning in the fall of 2008 and continuing forward, the College worked to restore the campus.  In like manner, the 

community continued to recover and rebuild.  Following the hurricane, the College renewed its dedication to serve 

the community and to serve students by identifying a need for new technical programs and by committing to 

develop the facilities to support these programs. 

 

As Galveston College students registered for 2009 fall semester classes, the College announced the expansion of the 

Cheney Student Center by developing the Abe and Annie Seibel Wing.  The Seibel Foundation made a generous 

donation to enable the new construction expansion at no cost to the local taxpayer.  

 

In the spring of 2010, the College announced the purchase of a 4.3-acre site on Galveston Island to be used for the 

development of facilities to support new technical programs, such as welding technology, heating and air 

conditioning technology, and industrial systems technology.  In addition to the promise of new facilities and new 

programs, new online courses were included in the Magnetic Resonance Imaging and Computed Tomography 

Technology Programs. 

 

As Galveston College enters its 45
th
 year of service to the community (in the fall 2011), enrollment is expected to 

continue to increase.  In addition, facility expansion, Foundation Universal Access and scholarships have positioned 

Galveston College to continue to serve students and its community.  
 

 

 

GALVESTON COLLEGE FO UNDATION  
 

The Galveston College Foundation exists to support and enhance the ability of Galveston College to accomplish its 

mission of improving peopleôs lives through lifelong learning. 

 

The Galveston College Foundation was formed in 1996 as a separate 501(c)(3)
 
non-profit organization that would 

support the projects and programs of Galveston College through fundraising and friendraising. A twenty-one 

member volunteer board of directors sets its policies and oversees activities of the Foundation Director and staff. 

The President and the Director serve as ex-officio members of the Galveston College Foundation Board of 

Directors. 

 

Galveston College is Galvestonôs college. It exists to serve the community. However, the traditional sources of 

funding available to the College (state funding, property taxes, tuition and fees) are not enough to provide for all that 

needs to be done. The Galveston College Foundation provides opportunities for any individual, company or other 

organization to make a difference in our community by supporting Galveston College. There are many ways to 

assist the College in fulfilling its Vision. 
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FACILITIES  AND SERVICES 
 

MAIN CAMPUS, 4015 AVENUE Q 

Galveston Collegeôs Main Campus, inclusive of satellite parking, occupies a full city block in the heart of one of the 

cityôs major residential areas just six blocks north of the Gulf of Mexico and Seawall Boulevard. A completely 

modern campus environment, with exquisite architectural design, provides classrooms and commons in a blend of 

new and renovated buildings.  New facilities housing fine arts and the Sarah H. Hermes Fitness Center were 

dedicated and opened in August 1996. Campus facilities are described below. 

 

 

MOODY HALL  
 

Moody Hall is the oldest of the five major buildings at the Main Campus. It was once the St. Maryôs Orphanage in 

Galveston, and it was the Collegeôs first building acquisition. It is modernly appointed and completely renovated 

with the following features: 

 

ADMISSIONS 

The Collegeôs Admissions Office processes admissions applications, admissions processes, and registration.  In 

addition, the Office houses student records and transcripts. The Admissions Office is on the first floor, east wing. 

 

BOOKSTORE 

Galveston Collegeôs Bookstore is open to the public and provides required textbooks, supplies, and a variety items 

to students. It is located on the first floor, west wing. 

 

CONTINUING EDUCATION ï The Continuing Education and Professional Development Center 

Whether preparing for a new career, upgrading or enhancing current workforce skills, or pursing an interest in 

leisure and/or recreation, The Continuing Education and Professional Development Center at Galveston College 

provides educational opportunities for individuals and /or company groups by providing workforce training and life-

long learning opportunities designed for todayôs world. 

  

 

 

Customized Training Programs ï Galveston College is dedicated to the economic development of the region 

through improved workforce skills. We offer programs designed specifically to meet the needs of local 

employers, organizations, and agencies. Some examples of training developed to meet the identified needs of 

area businesses are: 

 

 Business Ethics    Critical Thinking 

 Quality Lean & Six Sigma   Leadership, Management & Supervision 

 Microsoft Office Application  Sales & Marketing 

 Project Management   Business Writing 

 Spanish for Business    Five Star Customer Service Training 

 

 

Professional Development Programs ï The Continuing Education and Professional Development Center at 

Galveston College is designed to provide a wide range of training and educational opportunities for individuals 

getting started in the workplace, furthering their careers, advancing their skill set, and/or seeking licensure or 

certification for the work place.  Some examples of training being taught include: 

 

  Bookkeeping    Computer Keyboarding 

  Certified Medication Aide   Computer Software  

  Certified Nurse Assistant    Diesel Technology     

 CPR for Health Care Providers  Presentation Skills 

 Workplace Spanish   English as a Second Language 

  Word Processing    Microsoft Office Suite 
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Online Training Programs ï Need to stay connected?  Need to learn new skills? And, you cannot find the time 

to attend a  traditional face-to-face class?  Galveston College offers online open enrollment programs designed 

to provide todayôs training which includes a set of lessons, and instructors who respond to your questions and 

who provide encouragement and motivation.  Grades are a combination of the instructor / facilitatorôs 

evaluation of the studentôs online work and graded tests.  Examples of on-line courses offered through The 

Continuing Education and Professional Development Center include: 

 

 Creative Writing    Courses in Health Careers 

 Computer & Business Applications  Continuing Education for Health Professionals 

 Computer Certifications Test Prep  Foreign Languages 

 Computer Programming   Non-Profit Management 

 Web Development   Nutrition and Wellness 

 Digital Imaging    Photography 

 E-Business    Project Management Training 

 Entrepreneurship    Six Sigma, Lean, and ISO Training 

 Finance and Accounting   Test Preparation 

 Grant Writing    Graphic Design 

 Desktop Publishing   Green and Sustainability 

 

 

 

Leisure and Recreation Programs ï Galveston College offers programs in leisure and recreation that are fun, 

educational, and up-to-date with current trends.  Focus areas include personal enrichment, culinary, crafts, 

social media, and much more. These classes are offered so that individuals may develop their interests or 

improve their quality of life. The following list is but a sample of the classes that are offered.   
 

 Ballroom Dance    Country Western Dance 

 Ceramics    Drawing 

 Painting     Dog Obedience 

 Creative Writing    Couponing 101 

 Cloud Curator    Cake Decorating    

 Cake Decorating    Conversational Spanish    

 Digital Photography   Floral Design 

 Exercise and Weight Training  Gardening 

 Motorcycle Safety   Music 

 Watercolor    Womenôs Self Defense 

 

 

Youth Enrichment Programs (Kidôs College) - offers young people the opportunity to experience college life 

with a varied lineup of courses and camps. These opportunities provide a fun and challenging learning 

environment for young students that complement their current studies.  Every child needs opportunities to: 

increase sense of self-worth, learn to respect people and things, perfect new skills, stay focused on and 

motivated by goals, form a connection with community, build an identity, develop positive relationships with 

mentors and role models, learn responsibility, and acquire autonomy and accountability in decision-making. 

Youth programs combine fundamental elements for healthy youth development through varied, substantial 

intellectual resources; a positive peer environment; and caring adults who can make a difference in young 

people's lives.  A sample list of youth enrichment programs are: 

 

 Collision Cars    Engineering 101 

 Krazy Science    Video Game Making 

 Martial Arts for Kids 

 

Please check the Continuing Education Youth Enrichment Program schedule online at www.gc.edu for a 

complete list of current offerings. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gc.edu/
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Entrance Requirements 

 

Generally, there are no entrance requirements or examinations for the Continuing Education courses; however, 

some courses have background check and immunization requirements.  Admission/Registration is on a first-

come, first-serve basis.  

 

 

Registration 

 

Continuing Education classes are offered throughout the year and registration may be completed in person, by 

phone, or online. Galveston College accepts Visa/MasterCard, cash, or check. To register, just complete the 

enrollment form and pay the fee. 

 

 

Certification  

 

College transfer credit is not awarded for continuing education classes. Continuing Education Units (C.E.U.ôs) 

are awarded for completion of most courses. The C.E.U. is a nationally recognized means of recording and 

accounting for the various continuing education activities one accumulates. One unit is awarded for completion 

of 10 hours of organized continuing education classes. In some specialized training programs, certificates may 

be earned. 

 

 

Continuing Education Schedule of Classes 

 

A schedule of Continuing Education classes is published in the fall, spring, and summer. Each schedule 

contains a list of classes to be offered and with a detailed description of the classes. Schedules are available on-

line at www.gc.edu . 

 

 

COUNSELING CENTER 

Galveston College provides counseling services to students including general career and academic counseling, job 

placement, testing, personal counseling and services for the disabled and other special populations, job placement 

services, and testing. The Counseling Center is located on the first floor, east wing.  

 

FINANCIAL AID 

The financial aid program at Galveston College provides financial assistance to those students who, without such 

aid, would not be able to attend college. Financial assistance is offered in the form of grants, scholarships, loans, and 

work-study for eligible students. The Financial Aid Office also offers non-financial need based scholarships. For an 

application, contact the Financial Aid Office which is located on the first floor, west wing.  

 

ADMINISTRATION 

The College administrative offices are located on the second floor, housing the offices of the President, Vice 

President of Instruction, Vice President for Administration, Director of Public Affairs and the Galveston College 

Foundation, the Director of Human Resources and Risk Management, and the Director of Institutional Effectiveness 

and Research.   The Office of the Vice President of Student Services is located on the first floor. 

 

BUSINESS OFFICE 

The Collegeôs Business Office handles daily transactions of a financial nature. The Business Office is located on the 

second floor, west wing. 

 

LECTURE ROOM 

The Moody Hall lecture room on the second floor (M-220) has approximately 90 seminar seats and is equipped with 

public address and audio-visual systems. This room doubles as a teaching auditorium and the Board of Regents 

meeting location. 

  

http://www.gc.edu/
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REGENTS HALL  
 

Regents Hall is located in the center of the College campus. A multitude of classrooms, conference rooms, faculty 

offices, and science and computer laboratories make this flagship facility one of the Collegeôs major assets. Some of 

the Regents Hall facility highlights of interest to students and visitors are: 

 

LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER 

The renovated Learning Resource Center (LRC) opened in November, 2004, with new services dedicated to student 

success. The David Glenn Hunt Memorial Library, the LRC houses computer labs, group study rooms, a conference 

room, a Faculty Media Prep Lab, study carrels, Testing Center, Distance Learning, and a Cyber Café. 

 

David Glenn Hunt Memorial Library: The Library is located in the Learning Resource Center on the first 

floor of Regents Hall at the Main Campus. The Library was named for its first president, David Glenn Hunt. It 

was rededicated during the opening of Regents Hall in March, 1990.  

 

The Library serves all educational program areas of the College including university transfers, 

vocational/occupational education, adult/continuing education, and distance learning. 

 

The Library provides online public access catalog stations to its book collection, and online databases to its 

magazines and newspapers. Students can access the book and journal databases from both on and off campus. 

Over 50 journal databases are available on the web, located on the Library home page at 

www.gc.edu/gc/Library.asp . Books are arranged according to the Library of Congress Classification system. 

Periodicals and newspapers, with back issues, are on open shelves; and microforms are available for users. The 

Library has a book collection of over 36,000 volumes and more than 160 periodical titles, plus more than 

39,000 electronic books. The media collection includes DVD, VHS video tapes, CDs, and microforms. Special 

subject collections include Texana, Galveston History, and health occupations materials. 

 

The book collection is divided into a reference section and a circulating area. In addition to an open, well-

organized and accessible collection, the Library provides other services including reference services, group and 

individual orientations, preparation of subject lists and bibliographies, and an interlibrary loan system covering 

other academic libraries. Additionally, the Library participates in the TexShare program, which allows students 

to check out books from other college libraries and universities. 

 

A student ID card must be left at the circulation desk when borrowing reserve and audiovisual materials. Most 

materials are borrowed for two weeks. Renewals may be requested. Damaged, mutilated, late, or lost materials 

will be subject to fines and/or replacement costs. Official records and grades will be held until obligations are 

cleared at the end of each term. Out of consideration for others, quiet and orderly behavior is expected. ID cards 

are required to use all computers in the Library area. Neither food nor drinks are allowed in the Library.  

 

Photocopying machines and printers are available for a nominal fee.  All materials copied are subject to 

copyright laws. The Learning Resource Center also provides a computer laboratory for student use. 

An array of computer programs is available on the college network. Additionally, the Library provides 

Galveston College with a broad range of services which support students, faculty, and staff. 

 

The LRC also provides ID cards and Parking Permits.  An ID card with an up-dated current semester sticker is 

required for students to use the Library and other facilities on campus.  All vehicles must be registered and have 

a current parking sticker. 

 

Testing Center: The Testing Center, located in the LRC, provides proctoring services for Galveston College 

and the local community.  The Testing Center currently administers placement exams (Compass®, CLEP®, and 

Nursing Entrance Testing), supports distance learning programs (Virtual College of Texas,  and 

Correspondence testing), and community based programs (GED, TCLEOSE). The Testing Center is equipped to 

serve students on a drop-in basis, although some exams require pre-registration. Students requiring special 

accommodations must provide proper documentation and receive approval from the counselor for Special 

Services.  All exams require photo identification to test.  The Testing Centerôs website provides more detailed 

information at www.gc.edu/gc/Testing.asp. 

 

Distance Learning: Distance Learning at Galveston College provides educational opportunities to those 

learners who may be unable to attend traditional on-campus classes due to work, family needs, or personal 

http://www.gc.edu/gc/Library.asp
http://www.gc.edu/gc/Testing.asp
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matters. Distance Learning is also an excellent option for students who are unable to attend a course on a 

specific day and time. Although distance learning offerings are generally not limited by specific times and 

places, there may be occasional instances in which a student must come to campus (e.g., course orientations, 

and labs). Though distance learning courses are more flexible and convenient than on-campus courses, one 

should not conclude that they are easier; distance learning courses require persistence and self-discipline. 

 

In addition to distance learning courses based at Galveston College, students are also eligible to take online 

courses through the Virtual College of Texas (VCT). The VCT is a consortium of accredited, public community 

and technical colleges in the state. VCT enables sharing of distance learning resources to maximize student 

access. By enrolling in Galveston College, students may also take courses provided by other colleges 

throughout Texas, while receiving support services from the local institution. 

 

Students wishing to enroll in distance learning courses must meet the same admissions requirements as on-

campus students. All distance learning students are eligible for the same support services (e.g., library, tutoring, 

counseling, financial aid) as on-campus students. Galveston College-based distance learning courses will be 

listed in the regular schedule of classes. Information about classes available through the Virtual College of 

Texas (VCT) is available at http://www.vct.org. Additional information about distance learning courses offered 

by Galveston College is available online at http://www.gc.edu/gc/DE.asp.  

 

ATRIUM 

The Collegeôs Regents Hall adjoins the Mary Moody Northen Vocational Center by a three-story atrium, complete 

with skylights, sky walk, gardens, and a fountain. The atrium is a common gathering place for students and visitors 

and features a magnificent mural created by Martha Denman, ceramics specialist and former associate professor of 

fine arts at GC. Both the Culinary Arts lab and the Student Success Center are accessed by the atrium but are 

actually on the first floor of the Northen Center. 

 

BUILDING BRIDGES TO SUCCESS 

The Building Bridges to Success program office is located on the second floor of Regents Hall. 

 

UPWARD BOUND 

The Upward Bound program office is located on the second floor of Regents Hall. 

 

GRANTS DEVELOPMENT OFFICE  

The purpose of the Galveston College Office of Grants Development is to continuously seek and present new grant 

opportunities for the College:  opportunities from external resources; at the federal, state, and local levels of 

government; as well as private funding sources such as foundations and private industry. Additionally, cooperative 

linkages with other educational institutions may increase the potential to access these resources. Galveston College 

is committed to the pursuit of funding sources that are consistent with the mission and philosophy of the College and 

its long-range goals to provide quality education. Utilization of external funding can also improve student outcomes 

through the development of strong linkage agreements that will enhance the studentôs ability to obtain gainful 

employment within the community, and/or successfully move on to four-year colleges or universities. The Grants 

Development Office is located on the second floor of Regents Hall.  

 

NURSING DEPARTMENT 

The Nursing Department is located on the second floor of Regents Hall.  This area houses the Director of Nursing, 

Nursing Faculty, and the Nursing Administrative Assistantôs office.  There are also two dedicated nursing labs 

complete with hospital beds and state-of-the-art educational equipment.   

 

HALL CENTER  

The Drs. Charles Eric and Octavia Hall Center for Educational Technologies is a 30-station computer laboratory 

established to provide a dedicated space for Nursing and Allied Health Science students.  The Hall Center offers a 

number of technological resources with the primary goal of ensuring excellence in every aspect of the studentôs 

educational experience.  

 

 

  

http://www.vct.org/
http://www.gc.edu/gc/DE.asp
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MARY MOODY NORTHEN CENTER  

 
The Northen Center is a three-story major facility on the south side of the Campus. The Northen Center features 

large classrooms, faculty offices and a variety of special uses. 

 

CULINARY ARTS LAB 

Located on the first floor of the Northen Center and accessed by the College Atrium is a full service 

kitchen/instructional laboratory for the Collegeôs Culinary Arts program. The laboratory is well equipped with 

storage freezers, utensils, and culinary work stations, and provides a small classroom on-site for student instruction 

and small group gatherings. 

 

STUDENT SUCCESS CENTER 

The Student Success Center is located in Room N-119 next to Culinary Arts.  In addition to tutoring, the Center 

provides sixteen computer work stations for student use.   The Center provides free drop-in or appointment tutoring 

for any Galveston College student in core curriculum courses offered at the College or via Distance Learning.  

Students enrolled in a Distance Learning course who need tutoring should contact the Center by telephone at (409) 

944-1399 or (409) 944-1244 or by email at cmatthew@gc.edu. Students must bring their student identification card 

(ID). Reference materials and textbooks are available for check-out within the Center only. The tutoring website  

(http://www.gc.edu/gc/Tutoring_Services1.asp) contains many links to valuable resources on the world-wide web 

for each discipline and study skill. The facility offers white boards for group studying and/or tutoring, sixteen 

computers designated for tutoring or virtual learning, and a positive learning environment.  

 

SUPERVISED PLAYROOM/STUDY HALL 

The College provides supervised sitting services for children of single parents who are vocational majors with 

documented financial need.  Eligible children must be between the ages of 18 months and seven years. The 

playroom/study hall is located on the third floor, west wing of the Mary Moody Northen Center. 

 

TELECONFERENCE ROOM 

The Collegeôs teleconference room (N-218) is located on the second floor of the Northen building and is available 

for lecture and community use during international, national, and regional satellite teleconferences at the College. 

 

ALLIED HEALTH SCIENCES 

The Allied Health Science Department is located on the second floor of the Mary Moody Northen Center.  Included 

in this area are the following program offices/laboratories: Emergency Medical Services, Nuclear Medicine 

Technology, Radiography (also Computed Tomography and Magnetic Resonance Imaging), and Radiation Therapy 

Technology.  This area also includes the office of the Departmentôs Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

EUDINE MEADOWS CHENEY STUDENT CENTER   

 
The Eudine Meadows Cheney Student Center is located east of Moody Hall on the Main Campus. It houses a snack 

bar, a student lounge with television, and restrooms.  

 

 

ABE AND ANNIE SEIBEL WING  

 
The Abe and Annie Seibel Wing opened in Fall 2010, as an addition to the existing Cheney Student Center. The 

building is the first major expansion on the Main Campus since 1996, and adds 7,300 square feet of space that 

includes a conference room and large multi-purpose rooms that can be used for assemblies, student group meetings 

and overflow classes. 

 

 

  

mailto:cmatthew@gc.edu
http://www.gc.edu/gc/Tutoring_Services1.asp
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SARAH H. HERMES FITNESS CENTER/FINE ARTS BUILDING  

 
The Fine Arts Building has two floors of general classrooms and laboratories. The second floor has a performing 

arts room and stage, plus rooms specifically designed for music teaching and practice. The third floor has ceramics, 

photography, and art labs, plus an art gallery for the display of student art and other exhibits. The Sarah H. Hermes 

Fitness Center, connected to the Fine Arts Building, features a gymnasium, weight-training equipment in a mirrored 

exercise room, showers, and locker rooms on the first floor. An aerobics room and spectator seating for viewing 

events in the gymnasium are located on the second floor. 

 

 

CHARLIE THOMAS FAMILY VOCATIONAL -TECHNICAL CENTER  

7626 BROADWAY 

 
The Charlie Thomas Family Vocational-Technical Training Center (VTTC) opened in Fall 2010 and is located 

approximately three miles from the main campus of Galveston College. The new facility is situated on a 4.3 acre site 

with approximately 27,000 square feet of new shop and office space, with 13,000 additional square feet reserved for 

future expansion.  Programs currently offered at the VTTC are: 

 Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Technology 

 Industrial Systems Technology 

 Welding Technology 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
Room Symbols: These symbols are used in the class schedules that are printed for distribution each semester. An 

explanation is as follows: M-222 means Moody Hall, Room 222; N-240 means Mary Moody Northen Center, Room 

240; R-300 means Regents Hall, Room 300; FA- 207 means Fine Arts Building, Room 207; H-100 means Hermes 

Fitness Center, Room 100; SC means Eudine Meadows Cheney Student Center; SW means Abe and Annie Seibel 

Wing and VTTC means Charlie Thomas Family Vocational-Technical Training Center . 

 

First Aid Facilities: In the event of serious illness or severe injury, the family and/or family doctor, and/or hospital 

of the injured party will be notified by Security. Commercial first aid kits are kept in Admissions, Business Office, 

Hermes Fitness Center and Security Office.  In addition, emergency defibrillators (AEDs) are conveniently located 

throughout the campus and the Vocational Technical Training Center. 

 

Facilities for Disabled: Galveston College is compliant with Federal and State laws relating to accessibility 

requirements which ensure that persons with disabilities encounter no architectural barriers. All campus facilities are 

equipped with wheelchair ramps, handrails, automatic doors, and reserved parking spaces, so that they are accessible 

to all.   

 

Phones: No messages will be accepted at the College switchboard for students, unless it is an emergency. 

 

Lost and Found: Personal items, articles, or books left on College property should be turned in to the Security 

Office (N-105). All persons wishing information on lost or found items should contact ext. 364. 

 

Security Services: Uniformed security personnel provide coverage for campus-wide facilities. Students, faculty, 

and staff can contact the Security Office by dialing the campus operator. In addition, security phones are available 

for immediate contact with the security dispatch in the case of an emergency. The security force provides an escort 

service to the 39th Street parking lot at various times during the evening. Please contact the Security Office for an 

escort. The security force is duly authorized to enforce policies, including parking and traffic control and other 

institutional or student conduct policies. The security force may request identification of any person on campus at 

any time. To contact security, please dial the operator. All emergencies or reports of inappropriate or criminal 

behavior should be made to the Security Office immediately. 

 

Galveston College Marquee: The Collegeôs marquee is located on the south corner of the 39th Street parking lot. 

The marquee displays current activities and calendar events and may be scheduled through the Office of Public 

Affairs/Foundation. 
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Housing: The College currently operates small housing units for student athletes. Students who do not reside in the 

area should plan on making their own arrangements for housing. 

 

Drink ing, Eating, and Smoking: There is no eating or drinking permitted in classrooms, the Learning Resource 

Center, or the Student Success Center. The use or possession of intoxicating beverages or drugs is prohibited in 

buildings and all other public campus areas.  Smoking is not permitted in buildings or on campus grounds. 

 

Posting of Notices: No public notice of any kind will be posted in College buildings or on College property without 

approval of the Office of Vice President of Student Services. Notices will be posted on bulletin boards or other 

appropriate fixtures. Notices will not be posted on walls, doors or windows. 

 

Bulletin Boards: Bulletin boards are located throughout the campus. Please contact the Office of Vice President of 

Student Services for information on posting. 

 

Campus E-Mail Account:  Galveston College provides students with the following free campus email account: 

@whitecaps.gc.edu. Students enrolled at Galveston College are provided a whitecaps email account that is to be 

used as their official College email. Faculty and staff will communicate with Galveston College Students via their 

whitecaps email only. Faculty will  not use a studentôs non-whitecap email for official college communication, 

including class information.  These accounts are created the first week of every semester/session. Students can 

access their e-mail account and default password by logging into their Whitecaps Portal. Students will be prompted 

to change the password the first time they log into their email accounts. 

 

To set-up your account, follow the steps listed below:       
1. Log on to your Whitecaps Portal. When logged into the portal, click the Whitecaps email tab to see your 

whitecaps email address and initial password. 
2. Click the login to Whitecaps student email link on the portal main page. This will take you to the login 

page. This web page will open in a new window or new browser tab. Please note that you will be taken to 
an external web site hosted by Microsoft. 

3. Enter your @Whitecaps.gc.edu email address into the Windows LiveÊ ID box. Enter your initial 
password into the Password box. Your initial password will be your birth date in MMDDYY format.  
Click the Sign in button when you have entered your information.  You will be asked to change your 
password. 

4. You will  be asked to provide some information about your identity. This information will be used in case 
you forget your password and need to reset it. Be sure to fill out all the boxes.  

5. If you have a personal email account that you use frequently, type it into the box labeled Alternate e-mail 
address and re-type it in the box labeled Re-type alternate e-mail address. If you need to reset the 
password for your @Whitecaps.gc.edu email address in the future, instructions will be sent to the alternate 
account that you specified. 

6. Once you have completely filled in all the boxes, please review the Windows LiveÊ service agreement. 
When you have done this, please click the I accept button. 

7. You will be asked to re-enter the new password you entered in Step #3.  
8. Click on the Inbox link on the left-hand side of the page to view your email messages.                 

 
The I.T. Help Desk can be reached at (409) 944-1352 if assistance is needed with this process. 

 

Emergency Announcements: In any emergency situations such as a hurricane or flooding, students and employees 

are to follow these directions:  

 

If dismissal or cancellation of activities occurs during the time classes are in session, the announcement will be 

made on the campus as appropriate. 

 

All emergency announcements of cancellations or reopening of the College may be accessed by calling the 

Collegeôs Emergency Evacuation Status phone number at 1-866-483-4242 to receive a message update.  

 

The decision to dismiss classes and to reopen Galveston College will rest with the President. The following radio 

and TV stations may broadcast information regarding local conditions and advisability of returning to the area after 

a hurricane or other emergency.  
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Houston: KTRH (740 AM)   KPRC (950 AM)  

 KPRC (TV Channel 2 ï NBC)   KHOU (TV Channel 11 ï CBS)   

 KRIV (TV Channel 26 - FOX)   KTRK (TV Channel 13 ï ABC)  City Access Channel 16  

 

Galveston: KGBC (1540 AM) KRTX (104.9 FM) 

 

Brazosport/Freeport:  KBRZ (1460 AM)   

 

Connect-ED: Galveston College has implemented an emergency communication system ð Connect-ED.  Connect-

ED provides the technology to notify students, faculty and staff in the event of school closings or emergencies 

within a matter of minutes via e-mail, phone messages, and/or text messages. For the system to serve and protect the 

campus, all contact information (phone numbers and addresses) must be current. To update and add phone numbers 

to your personal file, log-in to your Campus Online account, select the ñMy Info Tab,ò  run the ñUpdate Personal 

Infoò program, and update your address and phone number(s).  Students will also receive announcements through 

Whitecaps email accounts. Students needing assistance should contact the Help Desk at 409-944-1352 or 

Admissions at 409-944-1230. Faculty and staff needing assistance should contact Human Resources at 409-944-

1209. 

 

Equal Educational and Employment Opportunity Policy: Galveston College is committed to providing equal 

educational and employment opportunities regardless of sex, marital or parental status, race, color, religion, age, 

national origin, or disability. The District provides equal opportunity in accord with federal and state laws. Equal 

educational opportunity includes admission, recruitment, extracurricular programs and activities, access to course 

offerings, counseling and testing, financial aid, employment, health and insurance services, and athletics. Existing 

administrative procedures of the College are used to handle student grievances. When a student believes a condition 

of the College is unfair or discriminatory, the student can appeal to the administrator in charge of that area. For more 

information see pages 61 - 64 in the catalog or refer to the Student Handbook. 

 

Administrative Interpretation and Change: The administration of Galveston College reserves the right to act as 

final interpreter of all catalog content. Furthermore, the College reserves the right to change without notice tuition, 

fees, and other charges, and related requirements and regulations as necessitated by College or legislative action.  

 

Galveston College does not guarantee that courses listed in this catalog will be offered in any given term or year, or 

at any specific location. Registration for a particular course, section of a course, or, in some cases, a program may be 

limited by the College. Galveston College reserves the right to cancel any course or section of a course, change the 

instructor of a course, or delete or change a program in keeping with prudent instructional and financial 

management. 

 

 

GALVESTON COLLEGE SECURITY  
 

Campus Security is a public service-oriented security department charged with the responsibility of providing 

protection for College students, faculty, staff, and property.  

 

All incidents, thefts, or other criminal offenses on Galveston College property are to be reported to Campus 

Security.  An individualôs report may prevent a crime.  

Students, faculty, and staff can assist security by reporting: 

 Crime, no matter how insignificant it may seem. 

 Suspicious activity. 

 Suspicious persons at any place on campus. 

Services provided include: 

 Safety escorts to vehicles. 

 Battery jumpstarts. 

 Assistance in locating vehicles. 

 

Campus Security is located in the Mary Moody Northen Building, Room N-102.  Individuals are encouraged to 

contact Campus Security 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, as necessary. Students, faculty, and staff can contact 

Security by dialing  ñ0ò during normal working hours for non-emergency calls.  
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To report a crime or emergency, members of the campus community should call (409) 944-4242, Ext. 0, from off-

campus phones, or Ext 0 from on-campus phones.  This number is monitored by the dispatcher during normal 

business hours and will automatically ñroll overò to the Campus Security cell phone after normal business hours.    

 

Emergency Telephones:  Several in-house emergency telephones are located throughout the campus.  These 

telephones may be used to report criminal activity, medical emergencies, fire, and any other type of emergency.  

They may also be used for non-emergency calls, such as to request an escort.  
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CHAPTER III  

ADMISSIONS AND REGISTRATION
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ADMISSION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES  
 

GENERAL ADMISSIONS  
 

General admission to the College, but not necessarily to specific courses or programs, may be achieved by one of the 

following methods: 

 

1. High School Graduate - Graduates of accredited high schools will be admitted upon completion of an 

Application for Admission and presentation of an official transcript.  Galveston College defines an 

accredited high school as a Texas public high school authorized through the Texas Education Agency, the 

Texas Private School Accreditation Commission, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, or if 

located in a state other than Texas, that stateôs comparable agencies and/or regional accrediting association.  

Home-schooled students may be admitted under item 5e below. 

 

2. High School Graduation from a Non-Accredited High School - Graduates from a non-accredited high 

school (schools not accredited as defined in item # 1 above) may be admitted upon completion of an 

Application for Admission and presentation of an official transcript with the condition of academic 

probation imposed on the student for a period of one semester. 

 

3. General Education Development (GED) Test - An individual who has passed the General Education 

Development Test (GED) will be admitted upon completion of an Application of Admission and 

presentation of acceptable GED scores, as certified by the State of Texas. 

 

4. College Transfer - Transfer students must be eligible for readmission to the institution in which the 

student was last enrolled (normally defined as being in ógood standingô ï Ex:  GPA of 2.0 or better on a 4.0 

scale) and must meet the academic requirements of Galveston College.  Students not in good standing may 

be admitted by individual approval.  For additional information, students should consult the Director of 

Admissions/Registrar. 

 

5. Individual A pproval for Early Admission, Dual Credit, Tech-Prep, Ability to Benefit and Home-schooled 

students. Specific requirements for each of these programs are listed below:  

 
a. Early Admission Program ï Galveston area high school juniors and seniors are able to earn 

transferable college credit before graduating from high school. Students participating in the Early 

Admissions Program enroll in classes outside of high school.     

b. Dual Credit  ï High school students enroll in classes at the high school in courses that have been 

approved for both high school and college credit.    

Note:  Early Admission and Dual Credit Programs require parent/guardian permission, 

recommendation and approval of the high school principal or designee, completed Application for 

Admission, submission of high school transcripts, and College approval. Students must have 

qualifying scores on the following tests to be considered for Early Admissions and Dual Credit: 

i. SAT ï 1070+ combined (Critical Reading), with 500 or higher math and/or verbal. 

ii.  ACT ï 23+ composite, with 19 or higher math and/or English. 

iii.  TAKS (exit level) ï 2200+ in math and/or 2200+, with a writing sub score of at least 3 in 

English/Language Arts (ELA). 

iv. COMPASS (THEA Alternative test) -  Reading Skills 81+; Algebra 39+; Writing Skills 

(objective) 59+; and Written Essay 6+ or 5 with objective Writing Skills of 59.  

After high school graduation, students must submit a final transcript stating the date of graduation. 

While attending Galveston College, the student will be expected to adhere to all policies of the 

College. 

c. Tech-Prep ï Galveston College, in partnership with the Galveston Independent School District, has 

developed Technical Preparatory (Tech Prep) programs which provide high school students a unique 

opportunity to prepare for their careers while still in high school. Tech Prep students complete a 

sequence of courses necessary for success in their chosen occupations in high school and complete the 

coursework for an Associate of Applied Science degree at Galveston College. For further information 

regarding enrollment in a Tech Prep program, students should contact the GISD Career and 

Technology Education Office or the Ball High School Career Center. 
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d. Ability to Benefit  ï Persons who have not obtained a high school diploma or GED, but who are 18 

years of age or older, and whose high school class has graduated, may be admitted after demonstrating 

evidence of an ability to benefit from college instruction.   Students admitted under Ability-To-Benefit 

are required to take the COMPASS® test and achieve the following minimum scores:   

Pre-algebra/Numerical (25+), Reading (62+), Writing Objective (32+).  Students may also demonstrate 

an ability to benefit by successfully completing six (6) credit hours on their own towards a degree or 

certificate. 

Note: students who have received a certificate of completion from high school must demonstrate the 

ability-to-benefit from instruction by achieving the above minimum scores on the COMPASS® test.  

e. Home Schooled ï Home-schooled students must submit THEA test scores or THEA alternative test 

scores and a high school transcript. The transcript must be official and should include the following: 

 

Course/class title  

Grading Scale  

Length of course and date completed  

Student GPA 

Grade in the course  

Curriculum  

Course description 

Note:  Studentsô transcripts and tests scores are evaluated by the Office of Admissions.  Home 

Schooled students interested in the Early Admissions program must have completed course work 

equivalent to the sophomore (10th grade) level of high school.  

 

6. Non-Degree Seeking ï Students who enroll in classes for professional review, cultural, or personal growth 

and achievement will be classified as non-degree seeking students.  Students who have declared a degree at 

another university or college, and are enrolled in classes at Galveston College for transfer purposes only, 

are also classified as non-degree seeking. Non-degree seeking students are required to submit the following 

documents:  

 

a. Application for admissions. 

b. Appropriate transcript(s) for placement or TSI status.  

Note:  Students who wish to change to a ñdegree-seeking statusò will be required to furnish all 

previous college transcripts and meet entrance requirements.  

 

7. Readmission ï A Galveston College student who has not attended the previous long semester (fall or 

spring) must apply for re-admission through the Office of Admissions.  If the student has attended another 

college since his/her previous enrollment at Galveston College, a current transcript of all college credits is 

required. 

 

8. International Students ï Galveston College is authorized under federal law to enroll non-immigrant 

students.  International students seeking admissions should submit the following:  

 

a. Application for Admission.  The application should be submitted, along with a non-refundable 

application fee, at least sixty (60) days prior to the beginning of registration for any given semester. 

b. An official transcript of the last four years of secondary school.  The official transcript must be an 

original copy translated into English and must show each course completed and the grade earned.  

c. An official transcript from each college or university attended (translated into English). 

d. Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL).  The minimum acceptable score of 500 on the written 

examination, a minimum score of 173 on the computerized examination, a minimum of 61 on the 

internet examination, or a minimum score of 109 from an English Language Center (ELC) is required.  

Applicants are exempt from the TOEFL requirement if they:   

 Speak English as their native language. This exemption refers to students from Australia, the 

Bahamas, Belize, Bermuda, the British Isles, Cameroon, the English-speaking Canadian 

provinces, Cayman Islands, the Fiji Islands, Gambia, Ghana, Guyana, Jamaica, Kenya, Liberia, 

Malta, Nauru, New Zealand, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Sri Lanka, 

Tanzania, Tobago, Trinidad, United Kingdom, the Virgin Islands, the West Indies, Zambia, and 

Zimbabwe.  
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e. Statement of financial support. 

f. Certificates of Immunization.  

g. Proof of US insurance (medical) or purchase appropriate insurance. 

h. An international transfer student with an I-20 AB from another college or university who would like to 

take summer classes at Galveston College must provide a letter from their home institution which 

indicates they are in status with the United States Citizenship and Immigration Service (USCIS) and 

have been given permission to enroll at Galveston College. The student also must provide a foreign 

student advisorôs report, a copy of passport, and an 1-94 card. 

 

Applicants not eligible for enrollment under one of the methods listed above should contact the Director of 

Admissions/Registrar for special consideration. 

 

 

ADMISSIONS TO SPECIFIC COURSES OR PROGRAMS OF STUDY 
 

Admission to Galveston College does not guarantee admissions or placement in specific courses or programs of 

study.  Prerequisites are required for some courses, and some programs of study require specific approval or have 

additional requirements for admissions in addition to those outlined for general admission to the institution.  For 

requirements to specific occupational/technical programs, please refer to the sections of this catalog designated 

ñPrograms of Studyò. 

 

Students should be aware that licensing and/or accrediting bodies periodically change their requirements; therefore, 

Galveston College cannot guarantee future entrance requirements into these programs.  Galveston College may have 

to change both admissions and curricula in these occupational/technical programs. Students enrolled in preparatory 

courses for entry into one of these programs may have to change plans to meet new requirements.  

 

 

ADMISSIONS PROCEDURE 
 

The procedures for admission into a college credit program of study are as follows: 

a. Obtain an application from the Office of Admissions or the GC website (www.gc.edu) or complete the 

Texas Common Application for Admission to community colleges on-line at www.gc.edu . 

b. Submit the completed application for admission to the Office of Admissions. Note: The submission of the 

application form authorizes the College to access the state THEA® database for a studentôs scores. 

c. Submit official transcripts from all colleges and universities attended.  Students with less than fifteen (15) 

college credits are required to submit an official high school transcript.   

d. Submit official placement scores as appropriate. 

e. Meet with a Counselor/Advisor prior to registration.  

 

 

ACADEMIC FRESH START  
 

Academic Fresh Start entitles residents of Texas to seek admission to public institutions of higher education as 

undergraduate students without consideration of courses undertaken ten (10) or more years prior to enrollment.  An 

applicant for admission who is a Texas resident may enter Galveston College pursuant to the ñacademic fresh startò 

status, Texas Education Code, §51.931.  Applicants can request a Petition For Academic Fresh Start from the Office 

of Admissions.  Fresh Start must be declared upon entrance to the College.   Students who do not declare upon 

entrance will not be considered after enrolled.   An applicant who elects to apply under this statute may not receive 

any course credits or grades earned for courses taken 10 or more years prior to enrollment.  This does not apply to 

Financial Aid or VA benefits guidelines and/or regulations. 

  

http://www.gc.edu/
http://www.gc.edu/
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TEXAS SUCCESS INITIATIVE  
 

The Texas Success Initiative (TSI) was passed by the Texas State Legislature in 2003 to improve the success of 

students attending public colleges and universities in Texas.   The Texas Success Initiative replaced the Texas 

Academic Skills Program (TASP).  The Texas Success Initiative requires the assessment of academic skills of each 

entering undergraduate student to determine the studentôs readiness to enroll in freshman-level (college-level) 

academic coursework.  Galveston College has filed a Student Success Initiative plan with the Texas Higher 

Education Coordinating Board detailing compliance with the Texas Success Initiative.  Sections 51.307, 51.3062, 

and 51.403(e) of the Texas Education Code govern the Texas Success Initiative. 

 

The Texas Higher Education Assessment (THEA)® is a state-wide administered test that assesses the academic 

skills of students. Galveston College administers the COMPASS® test as an alternative to THEA® to assess 

entering studentôs academic skills.  Other tests that are considered THEA® alternative are ASSET® and 

ACCUPLACER®.  Information on the Texas Success Initiative, THEA® test, and COMPASS® test is available in 

the Counseling Center. 

 

Examinations and Scores Accepted for Satisfying TSI Requirements 

 

THEA®   RDG 230 MTH 230 WRT 220 

ASSET®  RDG 41 Elem Alg 38 WRT 6 or 5 (Essay) and 40 

ACCUPLACER® RDG 78 Elem Alg 63 WRT 6 or 5 (Essay) and 80 

COMPASS®  RDG 81 ALG 46  WRT 6 or 5 (Essay) and 59 

 

TSI  Exemptions/Waivers 
1. TASP - Students who met requirements or were exempt under the Texas Academic Skill Program 

(TASP). 

2. Level 1 Certificate - Students who enroll in a level-one certificate program. (NOTE: Students may be 

assessed to determine placement in courses). 

3. Transfer - Students who transfer from an accredited private or out-of-state institution of higher 

education with demonstrated college readiness in reading, writing, or mathematics. 

4. Degree - Students who have received a baccalaureate or associate degree. 

5. ACT® ï For tests taken in April, 2004 and later, a composite score of 23 with a minimum of 19 in the 

corresponding sections of the English and/or mathematics (valid for five years from the date of 

testing).  

6. SAT® ï For tests taken in April, 2004 and later, a combined score of 1070 with a minimum of 500 in 

the corresponding sections of the verbal and/or mathematics (valid for five years from the date of 

testing).  

7. TAAS® - A score of TLI X-89 in reading, TLI X-86 in math and 1770 in writing on the exit-level 

TAAS® test (valid for three years from the date of testing).  

8. TAKS® - A score of at least 2200 English/Language Arts (ELA) with a writing subscore of at least 3, 

and/or 2200 in math on the exit-level TAKS® test (valid  for three years from the date of testing).  

9. Military - Students with qualifying military service (NOTE:  Students may be assessed to determine 

placement in courses). 

10. Non-Degree Seeking - Students not seeking a degree or certificate (NOTE:  Students may be assessed 

to determine placement in courses). 

 

Students Who Do Not Meet TSI Requirements 

1. Must enroll continuously in developmental instruction (excluding summer sessions) directly related to 

the section(s) of the test where the score does not meet the college readiness standard, and must give 

priority in course selection to the corresponding developmental course(s).  

2. Complete satisfactorily all coursework in the developmental sequence at the point of placement before 

enrolling in college-level courses. 

3. Cannot enroll in courses where college-readiness has not been met. 

4. Cannot graduate from an associate degree program or from a level-two certificate program. 

5. Cannot enroll at a senior institution in upper-division courses that require the college-readiness 

standard to have been satisfied. 
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Placement Test/Levels 
 

Each credit course in the Galveston College catalog has been assigned prerequisites or placement levels. Students 

who enroll in these courses must demonstrate the assigned competency level through prerequisites or one of the 

required acceptable placement tests.  If that competency level is not achieved on a placement test or prerequisites, 

the student must pass the appropriate developmental course or courses.  Course placement levels are as follows: 

 

Level - Math   Level - Writing   Level - Reading 

M0 Math College Ready  W0 English College Ready R0 Reading  College Ready 

M1 Math 0304   W1 English 0302   R1 Reading 0302 

M2 Math 0303   W2 English 0301   R2 Reading 0301 

M3 Math 0300   

 

VETERANS INFORMATION  
 

Veterans are admitted on the same basis as other students.  Galveston College is approved for veterans training 

under the GI Bill of Rights, Public Laws 358 and 550, and under the Vocational Rehabilitation Laws.   

 

Veterans, dependents, or survivors of a veteran may be eligible for Veteransô Educational Benefits to assist with 

educational needs.  For eligibility of benefits and general information visit the Department of Veteran Affairs at 

www.va.gov. 

 

Applying 

 Students should apply on-line with the Department of Veteran Affairs at the Veteran On-line application 

website (VONAPP).  

 Expect 4 to 6 weeks after the add-drop or census date of a semester before educational benefits begin. All 

students are encouraged to apply for Financial Aid.  If eligible, a student can concurrently receive Financial 

Aid and VA benefits. 

 All official transcripts of previously attended colleges/universities must be submitted to the Office of 

Admissions. 

 Students must meet with a Counselor/Advisor, complete a degree plan, and submit a copy of the degree 

plan to the VA Representative in the Office of Financial Aid. The degree plan will be the worksheet of 

record.   Students will not be certified for courses outside the degree plan of record. 

 Students must submit their schedule and receipt of registration to the Office of Financial Aid and complete 

an Enrollment Certification form after registering for classes. An Enrollment Certification form must be 

completed at the beginning of each semester while receiving benefits.  Certification of enrollment will not 

be submitted to the VA for students who fail to complete an Enrollment Certification form.   

 

General Information 

Repeats -The VA will not pay for repeated coursework previously passed at Galveston College or a previous 

institution.  (Galveston College will only accept transfer work with a grade of ñCò or better.) 

 

Withdrawal ï Formally withdrawing from courses may result in overpayment and, therefore, repayment of VA 

benefits.  Questions regarding withdrawing from courses, enrollment status, and academic status should be directed 

to the VA representative in the Office of Financial Aid. 

 

Tuition, Fees, and Books ï Students are responsible for paying tuition, fees, and books on time (check the credit 

class schedule for these dates).  VA benefits will not begin until after the VA receives the certification of enrollment 

from the Office of Financial Aid.  All students should apply for Financial Aid. 

 

Academic Satisfactory Progress ï A minimum cumulative GPA of 2.0 is required to maintain VA eligibility. 

 

Military Credit ï A maximum of 9 semester credit hours may be earned for military course work upon receipt of an 

official ACE military transcript.  
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 
 
Galveston College has implemented a new student information system ï Whitecaps Portal. This system provides 
students with immediate and ongoing information about programs and services available at the College as well as 
online access to their individual courses and program of study status. Students will also have the ability to register 
for classes in person or online through the Whitecaps Portal .  

 
 

HOW TO REGISTER USING YOUR WHITECAPS PORTAL  
Note: Prior to participating in Early or General Registration using Whitecaps Portal, new students must complete 

the following steps: 

Á Contact the Office of Admissions to verify that your records are complete before meeting with a Counselor, 

Faculty Advisor, or Program Coordinator. 

Á Using the Student Schedule Form, prepare a draft class schedule to review with a Counselor, Faculty Advisor, 

or Program Coordinator. 

Á Contact a Counselor, Faculty Advisor, or Program Coordinator to review your draft schedule on the 

completed Student Schedule Form. 

 

Please note that new students will be given access to the Whitecaps Portal for registration only after meeting 

with an advisor. 
 
Continuing students can register using your Whitecaps Portal during scheduled registration periods. (Continuing 

and former students should also check with the Office of Admissions to remove any registration holds before 

meeting with a Counselor, Faculty Advisor, or Program Coordinator.) 
 
The following instructions are provided to assist with registering online: 

1. Go to www.gc.edu.  

2. Click on Whitecaps Portal. 

3. For continuing students, enter ñGC0ò (GCzero) followed by your 6-digit student ID number and password 

(the password is the same as your current campus computer password) and click login. For new students, 

enter ñGCò followed by your 7-digit student ID number and password (the password is defaulted to your date 

of birth mmddyy) and click login. 

4. Under Quick Lin ks, select Register for Classes. 

5. Select Search and Register for Classes. 

6. Select a term, enter as many search criteria as you wish and click Submit. 

7. To add a class, click the Select Section(s) box next to the sections you want to add and click Submit. 

8. Select the appropriate action for all sections or for each section individually and click Submit. 

9. Review your Registration Results and click OK. 

10. You are able to pay for your classes online by clicking the FACTS* Payment tab. 

 

 

REGISTRATION AND RECORDS  
 

The registration process is held prior to the beginning of classes each semester/session. Students are encouraged to 

register early for best course session selection.   Details for registration dates, procedures, and course offerings are 

published each semester in the credit class schedule. 

  

http://www.gc.edu/
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UPDATING STUDENT INFORMATION  

 
a. Address: Students can update their mailing address via WHITECAPS PORTAL at www.gc.edu . 

Students may also update this information by completing a Change of Address Form in the Office of 

Admissions. 

b. Name: The studentôs name is recorded from the Admission Application. A legal document confirming 

a change of name is required when a change of name is requested.  The Change of Name Request 

Form can be obtained in the Office of Admissions. 

c. Major:  Students who wish to change their major must request a Change of Major Form from a 

Counselor/Advisor.  The form will be forwarded to the Office of Admissions for updating and 

recording the change of major request. 

d. Social Security Number: The studentôs social security number is recorded from the admission 

application.  A social security card is required when a change of social security number is requested.  

The Change of Social Security Number Request Form can be obtained in the Office of Admissions. 

 

 

TRANSCRIPTS 
 

All requests for transcripts must be made in writing by the student, either by completing the transcript request form 

in the Admissions Office, by letter, or on-line at http://www.gc.edu/gc/Current_Students.asp?SnID=1520676113 .  

The letter must include the studentôs name at the time of last attendance, current name (if a name change has 

occurred), social security number, date of birth, and signature. All requests must provide a complete address to 

which the transcript is to be sent.  

 

Incomplete requests will be returned to the requester. Requests will not be taken over the telephone. Transcript 

services will be provided within three to four working days of receipt. 

 

Students with an outstanding debt or who have a "hold" on their record will not be issued an official transcript until 

the debt or the "hold" is cleared. Students who are in default on student loans obtained through Galveston College 

are subject to this policy. 

 

 

STUDENT RIGHTS UNDER FERPA 
 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords students certain rights regarding their education 

records. They are: 

 The right to inspect and review the student's records. The student may request to review his/her records by 

submitting a written request with student signature to the Registrar or other school official having custody 

of such records. 

 The right to seek amendment of the student's records that the student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or 

otherwise in violation of the student's privacy right. Requests for amendment of records must be in writing 

and must describe the specific portions of specific record(s) the student wishes to have amended, text or 

instructions as to the change desired, and the reasons why the change is justified. 

 The right to restrict the disclosure of Directory Information. 

 The right to file a complaint with the Department of Education's Family Policy Compliance Office 

concerning alleged failures by the college/university to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  For more 

information about FERPA, visit the following website:  

http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html  

  

http://www.gc.edu/
http://www.gc.edu/gc/Current_Students.asp?SnID=1520676113
http://www.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
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STUDENT RECORDS 
 

Galveston College has established policies and procedures to comply with the ñFamily Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act of 1974ò and the ñTexas Open Records Lawò (State Senate Bill 1071 and House Bill 6). 

  

A brief summary of this policy is as follows: 

 Student records are released only for use by faculty and professional staff for authorized College-related 

purposes. The release of student records for off-campus use occurs only with the studentôs knowledge and 

consent, or where required by law, or upon subpoena. 

 Review of Record ð Any student who desires to review his record may do so upon written request to the 

appropriate office immediately responsible for the record. 

 Challenge to Accuracy of Records ð Any student who desires to challenge accuracy of his record should 

contact the Director of Admissions/Registrar. 

 Formal Review ð If  the Informal Review does not clarify the question of accuracy of the studentôs record, 

the student may request a Formal Review. The President will appoint an institutional official, committee or 

other party who does not have a direct interest in the outcome of the hearing to hear challenges concerning 

the studentôs record. A written decision will be sent to all interested parties at the conclusion of the hearing. 

  

 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION  
 

The following categories are considered Directory Information and may be released to the general public without the 

written consent of the student. A student may request that all or any part of the Directory Information be withheld 

from the public by submitting a written request to the Office of Admissions in the first 12 class days of a fall or 

spring semester or the first four class days of a summer semester.  A request to withhold information is valid only 

during the period in which the student is enrolled at Galveston College.  The following is included as Directory 

Information: 

 Name, 

 Current and permanent address, 

 Telephone listing, 

 Date and place of birth, 

 E-mail address, 

 Major or minor field of study, 

 Participation in officially recognized activities, 

 Dates of attendance, 

 Degrees and awards received, 

 Most recent and previous institutions attended, 

 Courses currently enrolled in, 

 Number of hours enrolled in current semester, 

 Classification, 

 Residency status, 

 Photographs, 

 Sports participation, and  

 Weight/Height of athletic team member. 

 

 

SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION  

 
According to the Texas State Statute (Art. 62.153), within seven days of attending an institute of higher education, 

all registered sex offenders are required to notify campus security of their registration status. Registered sex 

offenders must provide Galveston College Security with all of the information required under Article 62.051. 

 

Galveston College Security is located in N-102. The phone number to Security is 409-944-1364. 

 

Under Article 62.153, sex offenders are also required to notify Galveston College Security within seven days of 

termination of their status as a student. 
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JEANNE CLERY ACT  
 

The Texas Department of Public Safety provides a website where the public may access information about 

registered sex offenders. The website can be accessed at: 

https://records.txdps.state.tx.us/dps_web/Portal/index.aspx . 

 

The Jeanne Clery Act requires that institutions of higher education have the following information available to the 

campus community and the general public: 

 information about existing counseling, mental health assistance, and student services for victims of sexual 

assault, both on campus and in the community; 

 information on sexual assault programs aimed at the prevention of sexual assault; 

 education programs that raise awareness about rape, acquaintance rape, and other sex offenses; 

 procedures to be followed once an assault has occurred; 

 procedures for on-campus disciplinary action in cases of alleged sexual assault; 

 student options to notify proper law enforcement authorities and the right to have assistance by campus 

authorities while doing so; 

 student options for, and available assistance in, changing academic and living situations after an alleged 

sexual assault incident, if so requested by the victim; and, 

 statistics and logs that document sexual assaults and other crimes on campus. 

The required statistics and logs are kept in the Galveston College Security Office (N-102). All other information is 

located in the Counseling Office (M-120). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

https://records.txdps.state.tx.us/dps_web/Portal/index.aspx
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Tuition and Fees 
 

RESIDENT STATUS 
 
Galveston College is required by state law to determine the residency status of all students for tuition purposes.  All 

new students must provide substantiating documentation to affirm their residence and sign an Oath of Residency.  

Students returning after more than one year will be required to affirm that they have not changed their residence 

status since their enrollment.  Additional documentation may be requested at any time following registration. 

 

Residency is determined at the time of registration, either by a studentôs current address or by the address of a parent 

or legal guardian, if the student is being claimed as a dependent for federal income tax purposes, as well as the 

appropriate identification. A post office box cannot be used to establish residency.  It is the responsibility of the 

student to register under the correct residency classification.  A complete set of rules and regulations for determining 

residency is available at the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board 

(http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/Rules/tac3.cfm?Chapter_ID=21&Subchapter=X ). 

 

Basic Residency Requirements 
 

The legal residence of each applicant for admission and registration at Galveston College will be determined by the 

Registrar/Director of Admissions. For purposes of tuition, students will be classified as Texas Resident - In-District, 

Texas Resident - Out-of-District, or Out-of-State/Non-Resident. A student's residency classification will be based 

generally on the following: 
1. A student is considered a Texas Resident - In-District  resident if he/she has resided in the College taxing 

district for other than educational purposes for at least 12 months prior to the student's first registration at 

Galveston College. 

2. A student is considered a Texas Resident - Out-Of-District  resident if he/she is not a resident of the 

Collegeôs taxing district and has resided in the State of Texas for other than educational purposes  for at 

least 12 months prior to the student's first registration at Galveston College. 

3. A student is considered an Out-Of-State / Non-Resident student if he/she has NOT resided in the State of 

Texas for other than educational purposes for at least 12 months prior to the student's first registration at 

Galveston College. 

 

The Board of Regents of Galveston College has authorized the waiver of the difference in the rate of tuition for 

nonresident and resident students for a person, or his or her dependents, who owns property which is subject to ad 

valorem taxation by the Galveston College District.  The person, or his or her dependents, applying for such a 

waiver shall verify property ownership by presentation of an ad valorem tax statement or receipt, issued by the tax 

office of the Galveston College District, or by presentation of a deed, property closing statement, or other 

appropriate evidence of ownership of property which is subject to ad valorem taxation by the Galveston College 

District. 

Establishing Texas Residency 

A student who graduated from a Texas high school or received a GED in Texas and maintained a residence 

continuously in this state for the thirty-six (36) months immediately preceding the date of graduation, or receipt of a 

GED and the twelve (12) months preceding the census date of the academic semester in which the person enrolls, is 

classified as a Texas resident for tuition purposes. 

 

A student who resides and establishes a domicile in Texas for 12 months prior to the census date of the academic 

semester is classified as a Texas resident for tuition purposes.  The Registrar/Director of Admissions reserves the 

right to request documents to prove Texas residency.  Documents may include but are not limited to: Texas high 

school transcript, employment records, Texas driverôs license (cannot be temporary), Texas voter registration, lease 

agreement from a rental complex, property tax statement, utility, or bank account statements.  Any student who is 

claimed as a dependent of a parent's most recent federal tax return will be classified based on the parent's 

qualification for residency.   

 

The responsibility of registering under the proper residence classification is that of the student. If there is any 

question regarding the student's correct residency classification, it is the responsibility of the student to discuss this 

matter with the Registrar/Director of Admissions. 

http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/Rules/tac3.cfm?Chapter_ID=21&Subchapter=X
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Out-of-State Residency 
 

Students who have not resided in Texas for 12 months immediately preceding registration are classified as out-of-

state residents. 

1. A non-resident student classification is presumed to be correct as long as the residence in the state is 

primarily used for the purpose of attending school. 

2. A non-resident who marries a Texas resident must establish his/her own residency. 

 

Note:  Students who have attended school or resided out-of-state may be required to provide additional proof of 

residency.  Permanent resident and international students must provide permit /visa documentation. 

 

Change of Residency 
 

Students who qualify for a change of out-of-state to in-state residency status for tuition purposes may obtain a 

Reclassification of Residency Form in the Office of Admissions.  The reclassification must be filed by the Official 

Census Day in order to receive any adjustment of tuition paid for that semester.  Tuition adjustments are never made 

retroactively. 

 

Additional Requirements for Non-U.S. Citizen Students 
 

A non-U.S. citizen who is living in the U.S. under permanent resident status, appropriate visa, or who has filed a 

declaration of intent to become a citizen has the privilege of qualifying for resident status, for tuition purposes, as a 

U.S. citizen.  Anyone permitted by Congress to adopt the United States as their domicile while living in this country 

is afforded the same privilege as citizens and permanent residents to establish Texas Residency for Tuition purposes.  

A list of Visas eligible for establishing domicile is available in the Office of Admissions.  

 

Students who have applied, but do not have their permanent resident card, must present proof of having filed  form 

I-130, I-140 or I-485 to establish residency. 

 

B Visa Holders 
 

A prospective student holding a current B visa is not eligible to attend Galveston College.  The B visa status must be 

changed to F-1 student status before enrollment can be permitted.  Students on a B visa who are interested in 

pursuing studies in the U.S. educational system must declare intention to study to the inspection officer at the U.S. 

port of entry.  Once a college has been identified, the B visa holder can apply for a change to F-1 status and attend 

college only after the change has been approved by the U.S. Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services. 

 

Undocumented Students 
 

Undocumented students are eligible for admissions to Galveston College according to the following guidelines: 

1. Students must have graduated from a Texas high school or received a GED certificate in Texas. 

2. Students must have resided in Texas for three years leading up to graduation from high school or receiving 

a GED certificate. 

3. Students must have resided or will have resided in Texas for the 12 months immediately preceding registration. 

4. Students have or will file an application for permanent resident status at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Penalties 
 

Any student who provides false information or withholds information for proper determination of residency is 

subject to any or all of the following penalties: 

1. Withdrawal from all classes with no refund. 

2. Dismissal from the institution. 

3. Payment of the difference in tuition and fees. 
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Payment of Tuition and Fees 
 

Tuition and fees are due and payable in full at the time of registration, unless prior arrangements have been made 

through one of the available installment plans (Education Code 54.007 (a), (B), and (d). 

 

 

TUITION AND FEES TAB LE 
 

SCHEDULE OF TUITION    FEES    TOTALS  

Semester 

Hours 

Resident 

of Texas 

Non-

Resident 
of Texas 

Out of 

District 
Fee 

Building 

Use Fee 

Student 

Services 
Fee 

Registration 

Fee 

General 

Services 
Fee 

TX 

Resident 
In District 

Total 

TX 

Resident 
Out of 

District 

Total 

Non-

Resident 
Total 

1 $148 $400 $48 $80 $10 $30 $50 $318 $366 $618 

2 $148 $400 $48 $80 $10 $30 $50 $318 $366 $618 

3 $148 $400 $48 $80 $10 $30 $50 $318 $366 $618 

4 $148 $400 $48 $80 $10 $30 $50 $318 $366 $618 

5 $185 $500 $60 $100 $10 $30 $50 $375 $435 $750 

6 $222 $600 $72 $120 $10 $30 $50 $432 $504 $882 

7 $259 $700 $84 $140 $10 $30 $50 $489 $573 $1,014 

8 $296 $800 $96 $160 $10 $30 $50 $546 $642 $1,146 

9 $333 $900 $108 $180 $15 $30 $50 $608 $716 $1,283 

10 $370 $1,000 $120 $200 $15 $30 $50 $665 $785 $1,415 

11 $407 $1,100 $132 $220 $15 $30 $50 $722 $854 $1,547 

12 $444 $1,200 $144 $240 $15 $30 $50 $779 $923 $1,679 

13 $481 $1,300 $156 $260 $15 $30 $50 $836 $992 $1,811 

14 $518 $1,400 $168 $280 $15 $30 $50 $893 $1,061 $1,943 

15 $555 $1,500 $180 $300 $15 $30 $50 $950 $1,130 $2,075 

16 $592 $1,600 $192 $320 $15 $30 $50 $1,007 $1,199 $2,207 

17 $629 $1,700 $204 $340 $15 $30 $50 $1,064 $1,268 $2,339 

18 $666 $1,800 $216 $360 $15 $30 $50 $1,121 $1,337 $2,471 

19 $703 $1,900 $228 $380 $15 $30 $50 $1,178 $1,406 $2,603 

20 $740 $2,000 $240 $400 $15 $30 $50 $1,235 $1,475 $2,735 

 

This includes Non-Resident of Texas, out-of-state, and international students  

ï Minimum tuition for Resident of Texas ï $148 

ï Minimum tuition for Non-Resident of Texas ï $400  

ï Tuition per credit hour for Resident of Texas ï $37 

ï Tuition per credit hour for Non-Resident of Texas ï $100 

 

2011-2012 SEMESTER CREDIT HOUR TUITION AND FEES 
  

 REGISTRATION FOR RESIDENT OF TEXAS:  
Tuition   $37 per hour ($148 minimum) 

Building Use Fee  $20 per hour ($80 minimum) 

Activity Fee   $10 minimum, $15 over 8 hours 

General Fees*  $80 

Out of District Fees  $12 ($48 minimum) 

 

REGISTRATION FOR NON -RESIDENT OF TEXAS:  

Tuition   $100 per hour ($400 minimum) 

Building Use Fee  $20 per hour ($80 minimum) 

Activity Fee    $10 minimum, $15 over 8 hours 

General Fees*  $80 

 

*General fees include registration and general services fees. The fee is charged to all students, on or off campus. 

The fee also covers the cost of providing transcript copies and transcript delivery by fax. 
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NOTE:  Tuition, fees, and the refund policy listed in this catalog are accurate at the time of publication.  Galveston 

College reserves the right to change its tuition and fees and refund policy wholly or in part during the year covered 

in this catalog.  

 

 

NON-REFUNDABLE FEES: 

 
Registration Fee    $30 

Drop/Add Fee    $10 

Late Registration Fee    $25 

Returned Check Fee    $35 

Stop Payment Fee    $10 

Stop Payment Fee to Reissue a Refund  

   Check Mailed to the Incorrect Address $10 

Installment Plan Administration Fee  $25 

Installment Plan Late Fee   $25 

Transcript Delivery Fee by Overnight    $20 

Duplicate Diploma    $10 

COMPASS
®
 Test    $29 

Test Administration Fee for Non-GC test $25 

CLEP
®
 Test Administration Fee  $10 

CLEP
®
 Test Fee    $75 

 

All tuition and fees are due and payable at registration.  A student is not registered for any course until the full 

amount is paid or an installment contract is executed. 

 

Distance Education Course Fees 
Galveston College charges a $25 fee for all internet/Hybrid courses. 

 

Flexible-Entry Course Fees 
The cost of courses taken in the flex-entry term is the same as for regular semester-hour courses. 

 

Laboratory/Supply Fees 
Laboratory supply fees, which help defray the cost of materials used in lab classes, vary.  The maximum charge is 

$24.  Certain courses and/or programs have other course fees and/or program-specific fees. 

 

Student Services Fee 
Funds accumulated by the College through student services fees are used to support or partially underwrite student 

extracurricular functions, such as equipment and supplies for student activities, school-sponsored activities, 

membership in state and regional associations, travel for delegates to state and regional meetings, partial funding for 

approved clubs and organizations, student government activities, and cultural activities (films, speakers, etc.). 

 

 

CONCURRENT INSTITUTIONAL ENROLLMENT  
 

A student who is enrolled in a public university or a Texas public community college may be eligible to receive a 

reduction in tuition charges upon concurrently enrolling in another Texas public institution of higher education. This 

adjustment will be in accordance with Section 54.062 of the Education Code. In order to qualify, the student must 

bring a copy of the receipt for payment of tuition from the institution in which enrollment was first made. Tuition 

adjustments must be processed prior to the official reporting date of that semester. 

 

Students who are claiming a concurrent institutional enrollment exemption must present proof of such exemption at 

each registration to the cashierôs office. 
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PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONAL LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR HEALTH OCCUPATIONS 

STUDENTS 
 

Galveston College provides a Blanket Student Liability program for all students in Health Occupations programs. 

The insurance is required for students to participate in clinical experiences in all affiliated hospitals and agencies. 

The amount of liability coverage is $1,000,000 per individual claim and $5,000,000 per aggregate claim.  

Radiological Health Sciences and Emergency Medical Services programsô liability insurance fees vary.   Students 

should refer to the current class schedule to verify fees.  Students must maintain this insurance coverage to 

participate in clinical experiences. 

 

 

 SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT   
 

All United States citizens who are residents of Galveston Community College District who have attained the age of 

65 years (65 and older) are entitled to enroll for classes at no charge, except for individual music instruction, liability 

insurance, health fees, and testing fees, when applicable.  Tuition/fee adjustment requests for credit courses must be 

made at the time of registration. 

 

 
SENIOR CITIZEN - CONTINUING EDUCATION COURSES  

 
All United States citizens who are residents of Galveston Community College District who have attained the age of 

65 years (65 and older) are eligible to receive a 50% tuition discount for non-credit continuing education courses. 

Tuition/fee adjustment requests for continuing education courses must be made at the time of registration. 

 

 
INSTALLMENT PAYMENT OPTIONS  
 

Tuition and Fees may be paid via e-cashier with FACTS Management.  Contact the Business Office for brochures 

and further details or visit the Galveston College website at http://www.gc.edu/gc/eCashier.asp?SnID=1660434978 . 

 

 
UNDERGRADUATE LIMIT  
 

Texas public universities and college may not submit for funding students enrolled, who have exceeded the 

allowable maximum number of credit hours attempted for their program (45 credit hours) beyond the minimum 

number of hours required for completion of the studentôs baccalaureate degree program. Therefore, students should 

be aware that an institution of higher education may charge a higher tuition rate to students, who have exceeded the 

allowable maximum number of credit hours attempted. Students should check with the Registrar of their senior 

institutions for more details. 

 

 
TUITION REBATE  
 

The Texas Legislature approved tuition rebates up to $1000 beginning in 2001 for students who graduate from 

Texas public universities with a first baccalaureate degree.  The tuition rebate program is authorized by Texas 

Education Code 54.0065. 

 

Eligible students must be a resident of Texas at all times while pursuing their first baccalaureate degree and have 

attempted no more than three hours in excess of the minimum number of semester credit hours required to complete 

the degree under the catalog under which they are graduated. 

 

Students may contact the public university awarding the degree for forms and instructions requesting tuition 

reimbursement at the time they apply for the baccalaureate degree. 

  

http://www.gc.edu/gc/eCashier.asp?SnID=1660434978
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REFUNDS 
 

Refunds are processed as quickly as possible.  They are generally mailed four to six weeks following the last refund 

date.  See calendar for actual dates.  If payment was by check, allow four weeks for the check to clear the bank.  If 

payment was by credit card, credit can be issued to the card.  All refund checks are mailed.  Any refunds mailed to 

the name and address that is on record are considered delivered.  A $10 fee will be charged to reissue a refund 

check.   

 

Tuition and fees paid directly to the institution by sponsor or scholarship will be refunded to the source rather than 

directly to the student, unless otherwise specified. 

 

One hundred percent refund of all tuition and fees will be made only when a class does not make or a college error is 

involved. 

 

Course withdrawal does not release the student from the obligation to pay any balance owed to the College.  

Students with unpaid balances, declined credit cards, or returned checks will not be permitted to register until all 

claims have been cleared.  Should a student register and later be found on any list showing indebtedness to the 

College, the student will be administratively withdrawn.  Exceptions must be approved by the Vice President of 

Student Services. 
 

 

REFUND POLICY  

 

College Credit Courses 
 

Students who officially withdraw from the institution will have their tuition and fees (except the registration fee) 

refunded according to the following schedule: 

 

Fall and Spring Semesters (16-week courses)  
Prior to the first college class day:  100% 

During the first fifteen college class days:  70% 

During the next five college class days:  25% 

After the twentieth college class day:  NONE 

 

Summer Semesters (six-week courses)  

Prior to the first college class day:  100 % 

During the first five college class days:  70% 

During the sixth and seventh college class days:  25% 

After the seventh college class day:  NONE 

 

Students who reduce their semester credit hour load by officially dropping a course or courses and remain enrolled 

at the institution will have applicable tuition and fees refunded according to the withdrawal schedule.  All other 

refunds will be processed and mailed after the official state reporting period. 

 

Continuing Education Courses 
 

Full (100%) refund will be made to students dropping a course prior to the first class meeting.  Any additional 

refund requests and questions will be addressed by the Continuing Education Office. 

 

Returned Checks 
 

Galveston College will assess a thirty-five dollar ($35) handling fee for each returned check. Each individual will be 

notified by certified mail and given a final settlement date. After this date, the matter will be referred to the Office of 

the District Attorney for prosecution. The student will be responsible for the payment of all collection fees. In 

addition, no grades or transcripts will be released and future enrollments will be disallowed until the matter is 

settled. 
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STUDENT FINANCIAL AID REFUNDS:  
  
Financial aid funds are verified and applied to a studentôs accounts to pay tuition/fees and book charges on the 

census date of each semester. After the charges have been paid, any refund will be verified by the Financial Aid 

Office before any check is cut to the student. The Business Office is responsible for the billing and receiving module 

and the disbursement of financial aid refund checks. Refund checks must be mailed to the students 14 days after 

funds have been disbursed to the studentsô accounts. Financial Aid refund check runs are performed twice a week 

during the long semesters and once a week during the summer terms. 

 

MAILING FINANCIAL AID RESIDUAL CHECKS  

The Business Office is responsible for mailing the studentsô residual checks to the address on file with the 

Admissions Office. No checks may be picked up unless the check was returned in the mail due to a bad address.  

 

 

RETURN OF TITLE IV FUNDS:  
 

Withdrawal and Return of Title I V Aid  

Unexpected events may cause students to withdraw prior to the end of the semester. Federal regulations require 

that a Return of Title IV Aid calculation be performed on any student receiving federal aid during the semester. 

Federal aid includes the Federal Pell Grant, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, Federal 

Direct Stafford Loans, and Federal Direct PLUS Loan. 
 

The Financial Aid Office will perform a Return of Title IV funds for each student that withdraws or is 

administratively withdrawn for non-attendance for the semester, and notify the student of any repayment of 

funds as a result of the calculation. 

 

If the student withdraws, a Title IV refund calculation will be processed based on the last day of attendance and 

all federal aid will be calculated according to the federal regulation. If the student withdraws from school prior 

to completing 60% of the term, he or she may be required to repay all or part of financial aid received for that 

term.  

 

If the student initiates the withdrawal process after completing over 60% of the enrollment term, he or she will 

have earned 100% of the federal financial aid for that term and no repayment is required.  

 

Repayment of Unearned Aid 

The portion of the term that the student does not attend represents the portion of aid that is determined to be 

unearned. Earned federal financial aid is prorated according to the percentage of the semester completed. The 

amount of the unearned federal aid is the total amount of federal aid less the portion of earned federal aid. 

Unearned federal aid, other than federal work study, must be returned to the federal government. The 

responsibility to repay unearned aid is shared by Galveston College and the student. GCôs share is the lesser of 

the total amount of unearned aid or the institutional charges multiplied by the percentage of aid that was earned. 

The studentôs share is the difference between the total unearned amount and the institutionôs share. 
 

Earned financial aid is prorated according to the percentage of the semester completed. The return of funds is 

allocated among the Title IV programs, in an order specified by federal statute. GC is required to return all 

unearned federal aid attributed to school charges. This means that a portion of the studentôs tuition and fees is 

no longer covered by financial aid and the student or financial aid recipient is liable for paying the balance of 

school charges. All unearned federal aid attributed to school charges is subject to immediate repayment by the 

financial aid recipient unless the financial aid recipient is eligible for a tuition and fee refund.  

  



 

46 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER V  

SCHOLARSHIPS AND FINANCIAL AID  
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FINANCIAL AID GENERAL INFORMATION  
 

The financial aid program at Galveston College attempts to provide financial assistance to those students who, 

without such aid, would not be able to pursue a higher education. The primary responsibility for financing an 

education rests with the student and his family; however, Galveston College is aware that assistance beyond the 

familyôs resources sometimes becomes necessary. In cases where financial need for eligible students is documented, 

Galveston College will assist, to the extent possible, using all available local, state, and federal funds. 

 

Financial assistance is offered in many forms such as grants, scholarships, loans, and employment, or a combination 

of these aids. 

 

In general, to be considered for financial aid you must: 

1. Be a United States citizen or a permanent resident;  

2. Have been accepted for admission; 

3. Be enrolled as a regular student in an eligible program and pursuing a degree/certificate; 

4. Have a high school diploma from an accredited high school, GED, or meet Ability-to-Benefit* criteria; 

5. Demonstrate financial need as described by program guidelines; 

6. Register with Selective Service, if required; 

7. Be making progress toward the completion of your course of study according to the ñAcademic 

Requirements for Receiving Financial Aidò;  

8. Not be in default on a federal student loan; and 

9. Not owe a refund on any grant received under Title IV programs at any institution and meet program 

regulations.  

 

*Ability -to-Benefit ï Students may demonstrate Ability-to-Benefit by taking the COMPASS® test and 

achieving the following minimum scores: Pre-algebra/Numerical (25+), Reading (62+), Writing Objective 

(32+).  Students may also demonstrate Ability-to-Benefit by successfully completing 6 credit hours at their own 

expense towards a degree or certificate. 

 

Note: Students may be eligible for aid if enrolled in developmental studies courses, but for no more than a total 

of 30 semester hours of such courses. 

 

Each student requesting consideration for financial assistance must, at a minimum, submit the following forms: 

1. Galveston College Financial Aid Application;  

2. Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA); 

3. Official academic transcripts from all previously attended colleges (request they be sent to the Financial 

Aid Office).  NOTE: The Galveston College Admissions Office will not provide these. Students must have 

transcripts sent to both offices; 

4. Any other forms that may be requested by either the Federal government or the Financial Aid Office; and 

5. Application for Admission to Galveston College.  

 

All application forms are available from the Galveston College Financial Aid Office. 

 

Information obtained from the financial aid application forms is used to determine the studentôs need and the types 

of awards for which he/she qualifies. Awards made through the office fall into two categories: 1) gift aid, which 

includes grants and/or scholarships, and 2) self-help funds from Work-Study and student loans. The amount offered 

as a financial aid award plus the studentôs resources and those of his parents (if applicable) cannot exceed the cost of 

attendance for a student as determined by the Financial Aid Office. 
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PRIORITY DATES  
 

Applicants may apply throughout the year but should apply before March 29
th
 for the summer priority, June 9

th
 for 

the following fall semester and by November 1st for the spring semester. Students whose files are completed by 

these priority dates will be given priority in processing. Files completed after this date will be processed as time and 

funds permit. Generally, applicants who do not complete the application process by the priority date should be 

prepared to pay all educational costs incurred until their applications are processed and eligibility is determined.    

Applicants are encouraged to contact the Financial Aid Office to discuss other options. A file is complete when all 

necessary paperwork has been received, the information verified, and the file reviewed. Minimum processing time 

on a file is four weeks. 

 
 
TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS  
 
GRANTS, LOANS AND SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

Á Federal Pell Grant 

The Federal Pell Grant is awarded only to undergraduate students who have not earned a bachelorôs or 

professional degree. Pell Grant eligibility is determined by a standard formula used to evaluate the 

information reported on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid. Pell Grant awards range from $400 

to $5,550 per disbursement schedule, based on the Federal Pell Payment Schedule and enrollment status 

(full -time or part-time). This is an entitlement program with funding available to eligible applicants, 

including those who apply after priority deadlines. 

 

Á Federal Direct Loans 

Student loans will help you finance your college education, but they will have a long-term impact on your 

financial future. You should investigate all available resources before you consider applying for a student 

loan. The amount of money you borrow may affect your ability to borrow money to purchase a car or house 

after college. Familiarize yourself with the terms of your loans, their repayment procedures, and how 

borrowing today will affect your future.  

 

Á Direct Subsidized Stafford Loan  

Repayment of this loan is deferred while the student is attending school. Interest rates are variable but will 

not exceed 8.25 percent. There is a loan origination fee totaling 3 percent, which will be subtracted from 

each loan disbursement. The amount the student may borrow depends on his/her level of college 

completion, other financial aid the student receives, and the expected family contribution, as determined 

through the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 

Á Direct Unsubsidized Stafford Loan 

Unsubsidized Stafford loans are low-interest loans for undergraduate and graduate students. Students are 

responsible for the interest for the life of the loan, including when they are in school. Financial need is not a 

requirement to obtain an unsubsidized Stafford Loan.  

 

Á Federal Parent Loan for Undergraduate Students (PLUS) 

Parents of a dependent student can borrow under this program to help pay the studentôs cost of attendance. 

Repayment begins 60 days after the second disbursement. The interest rate is variable, but will not exceed 9 

percent. 

 

Á Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 

The FSEOG program provides assistance for eligible undergraduate students who show financial need and 

are making satisfactory progress toward their educational goal. The actual amount of the grant will vary 

depending on the availability of funds at the school, the studentôs family financial condition, and other 

financial aid the student is receiving. 
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Á Texas Public Educational Grant (TPEG) 

The TPEG program is a state financial aid program to assist students attending state-supported colleges. To 

be eligible, students must show financial need and be making satisfactory progress toward their educational 

goal. The actual amount of the grant will vary depending on the availability of funds at the school, the 

studentôs family financial condition, and other financial aid the student is receiving. 

 

Á Texas Grant 

The Texas Grant is for new high school graduates or continuing students who have previously received the 

Texas Grant and have maintained academic eligibility. Students must apply for financial aid, have 

completed the advanced or recommended curriculum at their high school, and have documented financial 

need. The amount of the grant at Galveston College is approximately $890 per semester. Eligible students 

must be enrolled in at least 3/4 time, and maintain satisfactory academic progress. 

 

Á TEOG (Texas Educational Opportunity Grant) 

The TEOG is for students at community colleges who are Texas residents, in the first 30 hours of their 

degree or certificate program, and who have an Expected Family Contribution (EFC) of $2,000 or less. 

Students must apply for financial aid and be enrolled at least half-time. 

 

Á LEAP and SLEAP 

The LEAP and SLEAP are federal/state program. For consideration of an award, students must enroll for at 

least six credit hours per semester, make satisfactory progress toward their educational goal, be a Texas 

resident, and have financial need. The amount of the grant will vary depending on the availability of funds, 

the studentôs family financial condition, and other financial aid the student is receiving. 

 

Á Federal College Work-Study 

The College Work/Study Program is a federal program to assist students with jobs. To be eligible, students 

must demonstrate financial need, and be making satisfactory progress toward their educational goal. 

Students will generally work 12-15 hours per week. 

 

Á Hazelwood Act 

Under the Hazelwood Act, certain veterans who have exhausted remaining educational benefits from the 

Veterans Administration can attend Texas state-supported institutions and have tuition and certain fees 

waived. To be eligible, students must have been residents of Texas at the time they entered the service, or 

have been discharged under honorable conditions, current resident of Texas, and ineligible for federal 

financial aid. Applications are available in the Financial Aid Office. To apply, students must submit a 

Hazelwood Act application, a copy of their Form DD 214 and a Student Aid Report stating ineligibility to 

the Financial Aid Office. Application processing must be completed prior to the semester the veteran 

wishes to use this benefit. Please allow four weeks. 
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INSTITUTIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS  
 

Students interested in the following scholarships should complete scholarship applications prior to the priority date 

deadline. 

 

Ben S. and Marjorie Brown Trust       

Carl Kelly 

Clelie Ann Moore Ceramics  

Coca Cola  

Culinary  

Del Papa Distributing Anniversary 

Drs. Eric and Octavia Hall  

Easter-Wilson  

Edmonds/Nelson/Craft/Parker  

Emergency Medical Services  

Epsilon Upsilon Chapter of Beta Sigma Phi 

Galveston College Scholars  

Greater Texas Foundation 

Hermes-Jordan Athletic  

Houston Metropolitan Area Diagnosticians  

Humphries/Morgan/Agnesita Memorial  

Janice Stanton  

Jean Thompson Psychology  

Joan Cannady  

John Parker Davie Trust  

Lambdin  

Laura Mae Elrod  

L. D. Edwards Memorial 

Leti Diaz De Leon Memorial 

Lovelace, McDaniel, Nielson, Patton Music  

Marionette Beyah Memorial  

Michael Hodge Memorial  

Murillo  

Regents  

Rob Brasier Memorial Fund 

Tommy Smith  

University Credit Union 

William Maury Darst 

 

 

UNIVERSAL ACCESS 
 

In 1996, Galveston College revived its concept of The Galveston College Foundation and formed a separate 

community-based nonprofit that "exists to support and enhance the ability of Galveston College to accomplish its 

mission of improving people's lives through lifelong learning." A flagship feature of that effort was the creation of a 

program called Universal Access (UA) that was designed to reduce local high school dropout rates by providing 

college tuition and fee payments for Ball and OôConnell high school graduates, homes-schooled graduates, and GED 

graduates, regardless of income level. 

 

The Universal Access program, implemented in the fall of 2001, has gone through many positive transitions, 

received state and national media recognition and awards, and has remained a valuable gift to the residents of 

Galveston Island, Port Bolivar, and Crystal Beach since its inception.  

 

The program provides up to $2,400 to local high school, home-schooled, and GED graduates. All participants must 

file the FAFSA. If a student receives the Pell Grant, the Universal Access commitment is considered met. If they are 

denied the Pell Grant, their tuition and fees are paid from the interest earned on the $3.1 million Universal Access 
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endowment. Universal Access endowment recipients have up to five years to use their $2,400. They also receive a 

one-time $200 book voucher on entry to the Universal Access program. 

 

The Universal Access program also allows for non-credit work force programs to be funded, so students may pursue 

short-term training programs like dental assisting, pharmacy technician, nurse assistant, and welding. 

 
 
STATE TUITION EXEMPTION PROGRAMS  
 

 Mature Citizen Students: 

All United States citizens who are residents of Galveston Community College District who have attained 

the age of 65 years are entitled to enroll for credit classes free of charge, and at 1/2 the regular cost of fees, 

except those listed hereafter and/or as noted in the published schedule of classes:  individual music 

instruction, liability insurance, health fees, golf fees and testing fees (when applicable). 

 

 Outside Aid Sources 

Veterans Administration Educational Benefits: 

The purpose of this program is to assist veterans, widows, or children of certain deceased or disabled 

veterans. For specific information, contact the nearest Veterans Administration Field Office or the Veterans 

Affairs Assistant in the Admissions Office. 

 

 Students With Physical Handicaps (Vocational Rehabilitation): 

The State Board for Vocational Education through the Vocational Rehabilitation Division offers tuition 

assistance to students who have certain physical disabilities, provided the vocational objective selected by 

the disabled person has been approved by a representative of the Division. Applications for vocational 

rehabilitation assistance should be made to the nearest Vocational Rehabilitation Office. 

 
 
CONCURRENT INSTITUTIONAL ENROLLMENT TUITION ADJUSTMENT  
 

When a student registers at more than one public institution of higher education at the same time (i.e., enrolled at 

Texas A & M at Galveston and Galveston College or UTMB and Galveston College), he/she may be eligible for a 

reduction in tuition. This adjustment will be in accordance with Section 54.0602 of the Education Code which 

establishes, in essence, that once a student has enrolled at one public institution and paid the required minimum 

tuition, he/she will be charged tuition at the credit rate only when enrolling at a second public institution and will not 

have to pay the minimum tuition charge a second time. in order to qualify, the student must bring a copy of the 

receipt for payment of tuition from the institution in which enrollment was first made. 

 

Students who are claiming a concurrent institutional enrollment exemption must present proof of such exemption at 

each registration to the cashierôs office. 

 

 

GALVESTON COLLEGE FINANCIAL AID ACADEMIC STANDARDS OF PROGRESS  
 

The Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended, mandates institutions of higher education to establish a standard 

of satisfactory academic progress for students who receive financial aid. This standard must apply to the student's 

entire academic history, whether Title IV financial aid was received or not. In order to remain eligible to receive 

aid at Galveston College students must meet the standard specified for acceptable academic performance and for 

satisfactory progress toward completion of their program of study.  This standard should not be confused with 

Probation or Good Standing as defined by academic regulations, nor is satisfactory progress affected by 

"Academic Fresh Start." For the purpose of determining eligibility for student loans, the ñTime Frameò and 

ñIncremental Progressò components will take into account hours the student has attempted at other schools.    
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COMPONENTS 

 

The Galveston College definition of satisfactory academic progress for receiving financial aid includes the 

following components: 

 

I.  Academic Standard Component 

Galveston College uses the 4.0 grade point average system and numerical code: 

4.0=A               3.0=B               2.0=C               1.0=D       

Students are expected to maintain an overall cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 for hours 

attempted at Galveston College.   

  

II.  Maximum Time Frame Component 

Students may receive consideration for financial aid for up to 90 hours attempted. 

  

III.  Rate of Completion 

Student's overall completion rate (percentage) of credit hours attempted is expected to be at least 75%.  

 

REVIEW PROCEDURE  

 

I.  Academic Standards and Incremental Progress 

The Financial Aid Office staff will determine each semester whether the student has successfully 

completed at least the minimum expected percentage of hours with the required grade point average and 

shown progress toward the educational objective for all completed semesters.  

 

 The following will be considered as semester hours successfully completed: 

  

                          "A" through "D" grades, ñCRA,ò CRB,ò ñCRC,ò and "CR" credit 

  

 The following shall be considered as semester hours not completed: 

  

           ñFò Grade     ñIò   Incomplete 

           ñIPò In Progress     ñWò Withdrawal 

           ñWXò Progress     ñAUDITò No Credit 

           ñAWNò Administrative Withdrawal-No Credit ñNCò No Credit 

            ñNRò Not Reported     ñNCDò 
 

II.  Repeat Courses 
Students may receive financial aid for repeating failed courses, provided that they are meeting SAP 

standards.  Students who receive a passing grade for a course and decide to repeat the course to receive a 

higher grade may only receive financial assistance for the first repeat of the passed course. Students are not 

eligible to receive financial aid for two or more repeats of a passed course.  

 

For repeated courses, only the latest grade earned is included in cumulative grade point averages, but both 

courses will remain as a part of the aggregate hours attempted.  

 

Financial aid will not be provided for courses taken by audit, credit hours earned by placement tests, or 

continuing education courses. 

 

III.  Time Frame 

At the end of each semester, the Financial Aid Office staff will determine the aggregate number of hours 

the student has attempted. The student must not exceed 150% of the required program hours to graduate 

from any one degree program. Once a student has attempted 90 hours, he/she is ineligible to receive 

consideration for financial aid after that semester. 

 

He/She may appeal to have aid reinstated by providing supporting documentation.  

 

Example- Students requiring 60 credits to graduate from a program may not earn more than 90 hours and 

still receive financial aid.  Students are allowed only two opportunities to change their major.                                                                                                                   
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IV.  Developmental Classes 

Federal regulation limits financial aid for developmental classes to 30 attempted hours. Students who 

enroll in developmental hours in excess of 30 hours will not be considered in calculating eligibility for 

federal aid which includes Pell Grant, Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants (SEOG), and 

Stafford Loans.  No exceptions may be made.             

  

 

SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS ( SAP) STATUSES 
 

FINANCIAL AID ñWARNINGò  
 

Students who are in violation of one or more of the aforementioned SAP criteria for their first offense will be 

placed on a WARNING SAP status for their next term of enrollment. While on ñWarning,ò students are eligible 

to receive financial assistance and must bring themselves into SAP compliance by the end of the ñWarningò term. 

If the student is not meeting SAP at the end of the term, the student will be placed on SAP ñSuspensionò in which 

the student is no longer eligible to receive financial assistance.  

  

FINANCIAL AID ñSUSPENSIONò 

 

The student who fails to meet the standards of academic progress during the semester of attendance while on 

ñWarningò will be placed on suspension and denied further funding. Automatic suspension will be placed on 

students who totally withdraw during a semester or receive 0.00 GPA or receive NCôs in all developmental 

classes. Students may appeal their suspension status to the Student Affairs Committee to regain financial aid 

eligibility. A student whose financial aid has been suspended may also bring themselves back into compliance 

with the satisfactory academic progress requirements at their own expense, with the exception of time frame. To 

do so, a student must take at least six (6) credit hours toward their degree or certificate and pass with a "C" or 

better ("CR" for developmental courses). If a student chooses to take more than the recommended six (6) hours, 

all hours enrolled will be taken into consideration to determine eligibility. Courses taken outside of a studentôs 

degree or certificate will not qualify to regain their  financial aid eligibility.   

 

APPEAL PROCESS 

 

A student whose financial aid has been suspended may submit the Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) Appeal 

Form to the Student Affairs Committee. The appeal must be in writing and supporting documentation regarding 

special circumstances must be provided. The Committee will respond in writing within ten (10) working days of 

receiving the appeal. Appeals are considered for extenuating circumstances such as injury, illness, death in the 

immediate family, or undue hardship. Students who have their appeals approved by the Committee will be placed on 

financial aid probation. To address the appeal decision made by the Committee, the student must respond to the 

Committeeôs decision within ten (10) working days of the receipt of the Committeeôs decision. The rebuttal appeal 

must be submitted to the Vice President of Student Services. The Vice President will forward his/her appeal decision 

to the student within 10 working days of the receipt of the rebuttal appeal. If the outcome of the appeal to the Vice 

President of Student Services is not to the studentôs satisfaction, the student may, within ten (10) working days of 

receiving notice of the decision, submit a written appeal to the College President. The written appeal at minimum 

must include a written reason for the appeal or a statement of the problem and/or complaint, and the expected 

resolution. The President may, at his/her sole discretion, choose to allow oral arguments on the petition. The 

President may act to affirm, modify, remand, or reverse the decision. If no action is taken within sixty (60) days, 

the Vice Presidentôs decision will be affirmed. The appeal process ends with the decision of the President. 

 

FINANCIAL AID ñPROBATIONò 

 

Students whose appeal was approved by the Student Affairs Committee, the Vice President of Student Services, 

or the President will be placed on ñProbationò for their next term of attendance. Students may be required to 

adhere to an academic plan set forth by the Committee in an effort to bring them into SAP compliance. Students 

who fail to meet the terms of their ñProbationò by bringing themselves into SAP compliance will be placed on 

Financial Aid ñSuspension.ò 
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS  
 

Students holding permanent visas (I-151 or certain endorsed I-94 cards) are eligible to receive financial aid. Non-

citizens holding only student visas are not eligible for federal and state financial aid through this office. They may 

apply for a scholarship. 

 
ESTIMATED COST OF A TTENDENCE  
 

The estimated cost of attending Galveston College based upon 30 credit hours for the 2011-2012 academic year is: 

 

  Not living with Parents  Living with Parents 

 Tuition/fees  $   1,900 $ 1,900 

 Books/Supplies $      878 $    878 

 Room/Board  $   5,754 $ 2,700 

 Transportation  $   1,714 $ 1,714 

 Miscellaneous  $   2,034  $ 1,560 

 Subtotal  $ 12,280  $ 8,752 

 

For out-of-state students, add $2,250 out-of-state tuition. Dependent care expenses, also added to the cost of education, 

begin at $1,800 for the first dependent and increase with each additional dependent. Out-of-district students add an 

additional $360 for out-of-district fees. 
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